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NEW PASTOR 


Parishioners still unhappy with change 

St. John Council sent unanimous letter to bishop; departing priest’s energy, outreach will be missed 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley com 

Parishioners of St. John the 
Baptist Church in Agawam are 
still unhappy with they will be los¬ 
ing the Rev. Tomasz Parzynski at 
the end of this month. 


Parzynski was informed in late 
November 2014 that he would be 
transferred to another parish at 
the request of new Bishop Mitch¬ 
ell Rozanski. In the past month, 
members of the church learned 
they would be receiving veteran 
priest the Rev. Brian McGrath as 


his replacement. 

They haven’t heard much else 
from the bishop, however. Parish 
Council member Wendell Haire 
said this week that he would like 
to know why his parish is losing 
an effective priest. 

“We are definitely not for him 


going away,” Haire said. “My wife 
and I thought him to be holy and 
he made positive changes, and 
brought more people into the 
church.” 

Edward Grimaldi, another 
member of the council, said Par¬ 
zynski was “a good priest and we 


enj oyed having him here, but there 
was another calling for him.” 

Haire said the council met last 
month and unanimously agreed 
to send a letter to the bishop ex¬ 
pressing disappointment that 
Parzynski was transferred, and 
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COLLEEN CORONATION 

‘I made great friends. I can’t wait for all the fun.’ 

Lauren Muszynski named 
15th Agawam Colleen 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

L auren Muszynski was recruited into 
being considered to be the next Aga¬ 
wam Colleen. 

She decided to go for the honor to re¬ 
member her grandmother’s Irish roots. 

Last Sunday morning, Muszynski and 
eight other hopefuls braved the snowy 
weather for the 15th anniversary coronation 
ceremony. 

At the end of the morning, it was Muszyn¬ 
ski who was named the 2015 Colleen by a 
panel of judges appointed by the Agawam 
St. Patrick’s Committee, which will enter a 
float ridden by Muszynski and her court on 
Sunday, March 15. 


RELATED STORY 

Past Colleens reflect on the honor 

Page 10 

Nicole Bertera, a member of the St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Committee, works with Muszynski at 
a bank. She asked Muszynski to bring ap¬ 
plications to Holyoke Catholic High School, 
which she attends. 

“I took one,” Muszynski said. “I then real¬ 
ized that running for Colleen was going to 
be much more than a competition to me. 

It was a way for me to become closer to my 
grandmother’s memory.” 

During a question-and-answer portion 
of the coronation event Sunday, Muszynski 
says her Irish heritage means strength to her. 

She says her grandmother fought valiantly 

Kelly Theriault, the 2014 Colleen, crowns this year’s Colleen, Lauren Muszynski, during the Feb. 8 coro- 
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Kandie Carle used illustrations, humor and anec¬ 
dotes about fashion, home life, and etiquette of men 
and women featured in Jane Austen novels for a pre¬ 
sentation Feb.6 at the Agawam Public Library. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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APPLAUSE SERIES 

What to wear in Austen 

Historical fashion show brings characters’ clothes to life 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

Fashion shows aren’t unusual — that is, 
unless it’s one that delves into stylish men’s 
and women’s attire from 200 years ago. 

Dressed in period-correct attire of the Re¬ 
gency era in England during the early 1800s, 
performance artist Kandie Carle presented a 
one-woman show, “Fashion in Fiction: Cloth¬ 
ing Speaks Volumes in Jane Austen’s Novels,” 
to an audience of 60 people last week at the 


Agawam Public Library. For an hour and a 
half, Carle discussed the clothing, accesso¬ 
ries, manners, and etiquette of the time pe¬ 
riod reflected in Austen’s novels. 

Carle regaled the audience with high¬ 
lights on how Austen used clothing and 
fashion to enhance and define characters, 
delineate class and develop plot points in 
her fiction. The show centered on Elizabeth 
Bennet and Fitzwilliam Darcy, two popular 
characters from Austen’s 1814 novel, “Pride 
and Prejudice.” 
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CITY COUNCIL 

Check on 
mayor moves 
forward 

Sponsor’ wanted to 
withdraw plan for 
Council confirmation 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

The City Council is still con¬ 
sidering a proposal to require 
that the mayor consult with them 
when hiring department heads, 
even after the councilor who pro¬ 
posed the resolution tried to with¬ 
draw it. 

Last Thursday, as the council 
met to authorize snow removal 
deficit spending, Councilor An¬ 
thony Suffriti asked to remove his 
proposal that would ask voters 
to petition the state for a charter 
change, subjecting department 
head hires to confirmation by the 
council. 

Suffriti had placed the resolu¬ 
tion on the agenda for Feb. 2, be¬ 
fore a snowstorm canceled that 
meeting. He said he changed his 
mind about the proposal after a 
Feb. 4 meeting with Mayor Rich¬ 
ard Cohen. 

Council President Christopher 
Johnson, however, refused to con¬ 
sider a withdrawal last week, stat¬ 
ing that it would have to wait un¬ 
til the next regular meeting. The 
council’s next meeting is Feb. 17. 
Johnson’s ruling sparked a heated 
discussion among councilors. 

Councilor Gina Letellier said 
she wanted to know what hap¬ 
pened at the Feb. 4 meeting with 
the mayor and why Suffriti asked 
to withdraw the resolution. 

Johnson further stated with¬ 
drawals could not happen until 
the item appeared at the next 
meeting as old business. He also 
stated withdrawals should be 
made in writing. Johnson then 
referred the item to the Legisla¬ 
tive Subcommittee, headed by 
Councilor James Cichetti. John¬ 
son suggested Suffriti share what 
happened at his meeting with the 
mayor at the subcommittee meet¬ 
ing. 

Johnson’s decisions were sup¬ 
ported by Council Vice Presi¬ 
dent Dennis Perry, but they were 
opposed by Councilors Joseph 
HIRING I page 8 
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Trying again Monday 
for ‘Idol’ tryouts 

After three postponements due to win¬ 
ter storms, the first-ever Agawam Idol sing¬ 
ing contest is set to kick off Monday, Feb. 
16, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Springfield 
Turnverein, 60 N. Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills. 

All are invited to try out for the con¬ 
test, at no cost, on Monday. Those who are 
chosen to compete in the main event will 
pay a $35 entry fee. The grand prize for the 
winner will be six hours of professional re¬ 
cording time and $250 cash. Second prize 
is $150. 

To sign up, call 413-786-0924. 


Correction 

The names and photographs of 
two Agawam residents were mis¬ 
matched in the Jan. 29 Agawam 
Advertiser News (“Agawam Resi¬ 
dents Named Officers of Gray House 
Board,” Page 2). They are attributed 
correctly at right. Chase was recently 
named vice president of the Gray 
House board of directors; Mitus was 
named treasurer. 



Paul Mitus 
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School board joins 
anti-mandate coalition 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

With school budgets being squeezed by 
unfunded mandates and parents becom¬ 
ing more vocal about initiatives such as 
the Common Core standards, the Agawam 
School Committee last month approved a 
position statement from a new coalition of 
school leaders. 

The Western Massachusetts Education¬ 
al Leaders Coalition was formed last sum¬ 
mer when educational leaders represent¬ 
ing 10 local school districts met to “discuss 
their common responses to and concerns 
with recent federal and state initiatives 
that are shaping public education in Mas¬ 
sachusetts.” 

WMELC’s purpose is to give education 
leaders and school committees in Western 
Massachusetts a larger voice in expressing 
concerns about issues they have said cre¬ 
ate obstacles and challenges to local school 
districts, such as state and federal man¬ 
dates and excessive testing. 

Agawam Superintendent William Sa- 
pelli, along with committee members Shel¬ 
ley Reed and Wendy Reed, are members of 
WMELC. The coalition currently comprises 
nine superintendents and a dozen school 
committee members who represent 10 
Western Massachusetts school districts. 

According to information provided to 
the Agawam School Committee for its Jan. 
13 endorsement vote, WMELC offers mem¬ 
ber districts the opportunity to share their 
concerns with the implementation of new 
curriculum standards, new forms of stan¬ 
dardized testing, and a wide-range of fed¬ 
eral and state mandates. 

Prior to the vote, committee member 
Anthony Bonavita said he’s “very happy” 
that the position statement covers many 
of the issues the committee has discussed. 
“It’s very well done,” he said. 

Reed added that the formation of 
WMELC and its position statement shows 
that school committees like Agawam are 
“pushing back” against unfunded man¬ 
dates and excessive testing. “It’s our first 
little step in pushing back. We’re part of a 
coalition now. Hopefully, this will spread 
throughout the state,” she said. 

WMELC finalized its position statement 
at a December meeting. Superintendents 
who are members have been bringing the 


statement to their school committees for 
endorsement. In addition, WMELC is en¬ 
couraging superintendents to seek the 
endorsement of their local teacher unions. 
Once the position statement is approved 
by superintendents and school commit¬ 
tees, WMELC intends to issue it formally to 
state policy makers, the governor, and the 
Massachusetts Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education. 

In its position statement, WMELC said 
its members are “collectively concerned” 
with the impact of three major issues: 

• The amount, pace and cost of unfund¬ 
ed mandates, including requirements to 
implement Common Core State Standards, 
a new framework for educator evaluation, 
a new set of assessments called District De¬ 
termined Measures and a new high-stakes 
standardized test created by the Partner¬ 
ship for Assessment of Readiness for Col¬ 
lege and Careers (PARCC). 

• The validity, reliability and implemen¬ 
tation of the proposed PARCC exam that 
WMELC said “represents a costly depar¬ 
ture” from MCAS. The statement also said 
PARCC is being implemented “without 
adequate funding and technology, without 
enough involvement from Massachusetts 
educators, and ahead of districts’ capacity 
to implement new curriculum standards.” 
WMELC added that it’s not convinced that 
the new exam’s questions are “appropriate¬ 
ly constructed and properly aligned” with 
new standards. 

• The amount, frequency and cost of 
standardized testing. WMELC’s position is 
that current state Department of Education 
reform efforts “places too much emphasis 
on standardized testing,” that time and 
resources devoted to standardized testing 
are “excessive,” and that “valuable teaching 
and learning time” is “lost” to standardized 
testing requirements. 

This past April, Agawam’s School Com¬ 
mittee approved a strongly worded reso¬ 
lution that called unfunded and under¬ 
funded mandates a “burdensome” cost to 
school districts, force taxpayers to absorb 
the mandates’ costs, and create a narrow 
curriculum for students. The resolution — 
sent to local legislators and state and fed¬ 
eral policymakers — said these mandates 
are costly and compromise the mission of 
Agawam’s schools. 
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Agawam parents unite to fight Common Core standards 



Michele Labonte-Veras uses her computer to keep track of the latest developments in efforts to 
repeal the Common Core State Standards in Massachusetts and other states. She recently formed 
Agawam Parents for Children First, which also advocates for eliminating those standards. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

Michele Labonte-Veras is one of many 
Agawam parents unhappy about the Com¬ 
mon Core State Standards. Unlike other 
parents, she turned her concern into ac¬ 
tion. 

Last November, Labonte-Veras formed 
Agawam Parents for Children First. It has 
united parents troubled by the Common 
Core and its associated tests and assess¬ 
ments. She said the goal is to eliminate 
the Common Core standards in Agawam 
schools. 

“Parents are very supportive and happy 
someone is taking on the ‘fight’ for our 
kids,” said Labonte-Veras, the parent of a 
nine-year-old third-grader and a six-year- 
old first-grader. She added that she’s heard 
from “an astounding number” of parents 
upset with how the new standards are af¬ 
fecting their children’s education. 

She said more parents oppose the Com¬ 
mon Core than favor it. 

“I spoke to one mom who introduced 
me to her child as ‘the lady who is going to 
save your education,’” said Labonte-Veras. 
“It made me cry. We have parents involved 
in all Agawam schools — I’m just the ‘face’ 
and name of this fight in Agawam.” 

Massachusetts is one of 46 states that 
adopted the state standards as a require¬ 
ment for getting federal Race to the Top 
funds. While the Common Core was better 
than education standards in many states, 
Massachusetts’ standards were considered 
“superior” — and were well-tested. 

Massachusetts adopted the Common 
Core standards in July 2010. They became 
part of the state curriculum the following 
year. The state is now in the process of de¬ 
veloping a common test — Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers, or PARCC — based on the new 
standards. 

Unfunded mandates a ‘major problem’ 

According to Labonte-Veras, the funds 
“have come and gone,” leaving no more fed¬ 
eral dollars to support mandates. 

“Local school districts now are com¬ 


pletely footing the bill — and this is a major 
problem,” she said. “Who’s going to pay for 
all the mandates and technology demands 
of Common Core and PARCC?” 

Labonte-Veras said she barely knew 
anything about Common Core until her 
daughter began coming home from first 
grade in tears. After researching the stan¬ 
dards and talking with other parents of stu¬ 
dents at the Granger School — upset about 
how their kids are being taught using the 
new curriculum — she organized APCF. 

She said her group advocates for chil¬ 
dren and isn’t working against the school 
district. 

“I’m not against the school administra¬ 
tion at all,” she said. “I understand that the 
mandates and guidelines come from the 
state.” 

Labonte-Veras added that teachers and 
administrators “have no choice” but to 
comply with the standards. She said the 
School Committee has been “fantastic” 
and has worked with parents to help them 
understand problems related to Common 


Core and PARCC. 

Only one physical meeting has been 
held since the group was formed, an in¬ 
formational meeting, but Labonte-Veras 
plans to hold another meeting in the near 
future and is also trying to organize a Com¬ 
mon Core forum for parents. The group has 
communicated primarily through emails 
and social media, including Facebook. 

Christina Beauchemin, whose son just 
started kindergarten at the Granger School 
five months ago, said she joined APCF after 
talking with Labonte-Veras and other par¬ 
ents concerned about the Common Core’s 
student assessments. Beauchemin has en¬ 
couraged other parents to join the group’s 
Facebook page. 

Since forming the group — which cur¬ 
rently has nearly 200 members, mostly 
Agawam parents — Labonte-Veras has 
spoken before the School Committee, met 
with state Sen. Donald Humason Jr. as well 
as City Councilor James Cichetti. She also 
plans to contact other city councilors and 
talk with state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga. 


“In a short amount of time much has 
been learned, many contacts and meetings 
have taken place, and I feel that definite 
progress has happened in Agawam,” said 
Labonte-Veras, who coordinates APCF 
from a computer in the kitchen of her 
apartment. 

Referendum is ‘ultimate goal’ 

As part of its advocacy efforts, APCF is 
working to put a non-binding referendum 
question on this November’s ballot for 
municipal elections. Labonte-Veras added 
that the “ultimate goal” is to get a Common 
Core issue ballot question before state vot¬ 
ers in the 2016 elections. 

“This will give everyone — parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, teachers, and 
administrators — a chance to have their 
opinions heard about these standards,” she 
said. 

In the meantime, Labonte-Veras said 
APCF will continue working with state law¬ 
makers to introduce bills in the state Legis¬ 
lature: “We want to get Massachusetts back 
on track with the high standards we were 
known for before the Common Core stan¬ 
dards were adopted.” 

Added Beauchemin: “Good or bad, par¬ 
ents need to know what’s happening with 
their child’s education. They need to be in¬ 
volved.” 

Beauchemin said the four elementary 
schools have recently held two informa¬ 
tional nights to explain the Common Core 
assessments to parents. 

“I think the formation of APCF and the 
questions parents have been asking kick- 
started these information sessions,” said 
Beauchemin. 

Starting a group to battle Common Core 
and PARCC has been “a huge undertaking” 
and much more involved than Labonte- 
Veras thought it would be. Despite the 
challenges, she remains committed to her 
cause. 

“I will work, organize, and fight for our 
kids,” she said. “They’re our future — and 
they deserve the best we can give them,” 
she said. 


Teen program at the 
Agawam library 

Teens in grades 7 through 12 are invited to an 
evening of favorite board games, and chocolate 
fondue on Tuesday, Feb. 17, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 
the Agawam Public Library. To register for this 
program, stop by the library, call 413-789-1550, ext. 
3, or visit agawamlibrary.org. 
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Good Grief 


FORASTIERE FAMILY 
FUNERAL & CREMATION 
OFFERS FREE GRIEF COUNSELING 
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663 Main St. (Captain Charles Leonard House) 


Southwick 

625 College Highway (Tucker’s Restaurant) 


Family and Friends support: 7 to 9 pm 

♦ Wednesday, Feb. 11 

♦ Wednesday, Mar. 11 

Widowed support: 1:30 to 3:30 pm 
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Survivors of suicide support: 7 to 9 pm 
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Widowed support: 7 to 9 pm 
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Family and Friends support: 6:30 to 8 pm 
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128 Park St. (West Springfield Senior Center) 
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♦ Wednesday, Mar. 18 
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OUR VIEW 

St. John’s 
deserves a 
response 

T he Catholic Church isn’t a democracy, nor 
should it be. 

But it doesn’t take democracy to be trans¬ 
parent and compassionate. The Diocese of Spring- 
field ought to be both. 

First, let’s reiterate that we’re not talking about 
a typical elected leader when we discuss how the 
Roman Catholic bishop of Springfield has handled 
the reassignment of a priest from St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Agawam. Critics of the bish¬ 
op — who is also under fire regionally for recon¬ 
sidering whether to rebuild Cathedral High School 
— need to remember that the rules of secular po¬ 
litical debate, the concept of majority rule and the 
right to petition, simply don’t apply to a voluntary 
organization that was born in the Roman Empire, 
matured in the Middle Ages and has survived far 
longer than any secular government. 

Catholicism is a faith, it’s a religion, it’s a tradi¬ 
tion, it’s a hierarchy, it’s a culture. It’s many things 
— and it’s been many more over its 2,000-year his¬ 
tory — but nobody would ever confuse a monsi¬ 
gnor for a mayor, a cathedral for a state capitol, the 
Revelation for a referendum. You can choose to be 
part of the church, you can choose not to be part 
of the church, but you don’t get to choose what the 
church is. 

That said, the institution of the church exists 
for the same reason that the institution of a demo¬ 
cratic government exists: To serve the needs of its 
people. Regardless of how its leaders are chosen, 
they have a moral obligation to their people. Pub¬ 
lic servants and servants of God, though they fulfill 
markedly different roles in our society, share one 
key word in their titles. 

Does it serve the spiritual needs of the people 
to leave them in the dark about why their parish’s 
administrator — their religious leader and father 
— will no longer minister to them? 

The bishop probably had a good reason for the 
decisions he made. It would be comforting if he 
could let us know his reason — not out of obedi¬ 
ence to some open government law or the will 
of the people, but out of respect for the spiritual 
lives of his fellow Catholics. The parish priest is the 
most influential clergyman, the most important 
religious relationship, in most Catholics’ lives. To 
break that bond without explanation hardly seems 
compassionate. 

But the bishop probably also has a good rea¬ 
son for withholding his reasoning. That’s certainly 
not out of the ordinary; even in the relatively open 
realm of democratic government, personnel de¬ 
cisions are often made for reasons that can’t be 
disclosed openly. It would still be comforting to 
hear him address the issue himself, even if just to 
explain publicly that this is a private matter, rather 
than stonewalling the media. 

Instead, what we have is silence, which breeds 
gossip, speculation and resentment — hardly the 
cardinal virtues. Not because parishioners weren’t 
given a vote, but because they weren’t given an ex¬ 
planation. 

What do you think? Send your letter to the editor 
to aan@turley.com. 
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JAY SPEAKS 

Cruisers see the world - in the crew 


K itty and I have had the good fortune 
to enjoy a few cruises. Each one was 
on a different cruise ship line: Hol- 
land-American, Princess Line 
and Royal Caribbean. 

On the most recent cruise, 
we were very impressed with the 
young people serving us. It might 
be at a meal, at poolside, during 
the shipboard entertainment, 
or in our cabin. They were all at¬ 
tentive, well spoken (in English) 
and when we asked about their 
home country, we were amazed 
to find a great difference as to 
where they were from. 

Our trip began in Bradley 
Field, flying on to Dulles in Washington, 
then on to Paris. In Paris, we changed 
planes on our way to Barcelona. 

In Barcelona, we turned in our luggage 
before boarding the ship. The languages 
that we heard in the shipside luggage area 
were of many cultures. We heard French, 
German, Russian, Slavic, Hebrew, Spanish, 
Arabic, and of course English. 

The cruise line must have had a few 
interpreters, because very quickly they 
passed everyone through onto the ship. 

The official languages that were seen 
on the menus and other signs were Eng¬ 
lish, French, Italian, Greek, and Spanish, 
although watching movies one could se¬ 
lect other languages. 

But getting back to the young people 
employed by the cruise lines: We found 
time to question a few of them. How were 
they recruited? How many languages did 
they have to learn or know? For how long 
did they have to sign up for? Did this job 
open up other opportunities? Will they go 
back to school when this trip was over? 

Of course, the answers were as varied 
as their country of origin. Examples: They 


were recruited at a recruiting week at their 
high school or college. They should be flu¬ 
ent in at least two languages. They signed 
on for two cruises and yes, it did 
open up opportunities as they 
met and socialized with people 
from all over the globe. 

We were so intrigued by this 
diversity of people that when we 
met the cruise director at one 
of our favorite cruise activities 
(trivia contests), we took her 
aside, and asked her if she could 
look up a question that we had: 
How many countries are repre¬ 
sented among passengers and 
how many are represented by 

the crew. 

Just before the cruise ended in Ath¬ 
ens, our cabin attendant handed us a let¬ 
ter from the cruise director giving us this 
detail. The different nations amongst the 
passengers totaled 11. 

But the total amongst the crew was 52. 
They ranged from one person from Haiti to 
100 or more from the Philippines. 

I’ll just enumerate a handful of the 
nations represented: Argentina, Austra¬ 
lia, China, Finland, Hungary, Indonesia, 
Lithuania, Portugal, South Africa, Tunisia, 
Turkey and Thailand. 

Everyone appeared to get along and 
help one another. The passengers seemed 
to mix well. In essence it was a miniature 
United Nations. Kitty and I wondered if 
there was any lesson that diplomats could 
take from this. 

Probably not! Perhaps they are too busy 
sniping at each other. 

Jay Berger is retiredfrom ajob in publish¬ 
ing and lives in Agawam with his wife Kitty. 
They have three children and six grandchil¬ 
dren. 



TABLE FOR TWO 

Breakfast lasagna 


I love a hot breakfast on a cold winter 
morning. Although this dish can be 
prepared the night before and reheat¬ 
ed in the microwave, I prefer the aroma 
of my Breakfast Lasagna while 
reading the morning newspaper 
in front of my roaring fire with 
my first or second cup of coffee. 

Mushrooms, red peppers, 
and onions are a favorite veggie 
combination of mine but you 
may substitute with your own 
favorites. Asparagus and zuc¬ 
chini can be a good choice. I re¬ 
alize that you may consider it an 
unnecessary step to roast these 
veggies, but the added flavor 
resulting from roasting is well 
worth the extra step. 

On occasion I have substituted cooked, 
crumbled, crisp bacon for the Cana¬ 
dian bacon, but I often prefer to add the 
crumbled bacon on top of the lasagna just 


as it comes out of the oven. This keeps it 
crisp with an added dimension of flavor 
and crunch. I suggest using the “ready-to- 
serve” bacon that cooks in 30 seconds in 
the microwave ... no mess! 


Breakfast lasagna 

1 1/4 C. chopped fresh mush¬ 
rooms 

1/4 C. finely chopped red bell 
pepper 

2 T. chopped scallions 

1 tsp. butter 

2 slices Canadian bacon, diced 
1 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 

3 egg roll wrappers, cut in half 

4 eggs 

Line a cookie sheet with foil and spray 
with nonstick cooking spray. Place mush¬ 
rooms and chopped pepper on top of foil. 
Spray veggies with nonstick cooking spray. 
TABLE FOR TWO I page 5 
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Are-You Old News? 

Each week the Agawam 
Advertiser News digs into 
its submitted photo ar¬ 
chives and selects a people 
photo to publish. We need 
your help to help identify 
those pictured. Email your 
answers by Monday at 
noon to mballway@turley. 
com. Please include your 

first and last name. 

*** 

KQH Last week’s photo: Correctly identify¬ 
ing the Rev. Benjamin Lockhart were 
Alan Edwards, Walt Willard, Matt 
! Blackak, Linda A. Hayes, Jessie Rivers 
andJoanWoods. 

Make sure heating systems, 
generators are properly vented 

Mayor Richard Cohen and the town plumbing and gas 
inspector are recommending that residents with newer 
heating systems, which are vented to the outside of the 
home, check to make sure the vents are not covered with 
snow. The recent snow amounts have the potential for 
covering the vents, which allows carbon monoxide to flow 
back into the home. Checking these vents can save lives. 

Residents are also asked to check on elderly residents in 
their neighborhood in the event they have this situation. 

Residents are reminded not to run generators in homes 
or garages. Generators have to run in well-vented areas. 


Passes available for free ice skating 

The town of Agawam has reserved a “block of ice” 
for free skating at Amelia Park in Westfield from 5 to 
5:50 p.m. on Sunday, March 15. 

There are 200 tickets available on a first-come basis. 
Town residents may pick up passes Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the Recreation Office, 
1000 Suffield St., Agawam. 

Skate rentals will be available for $3 per person at 
Amelia Park, which is located at 21 S. Broad St., West- 
field. 


TABLE FOR TWO I from page 4 

Bake in a 425-degree oven for 8 minutes. 

Add scallions and bacon to the cooked veggies and 
toss. Set aside. Reduce oven temperature to 350 degrees. 
Spray the inside of an 8-inch by 4-inch by 2-inch loaf pan. 
Add butter and melt in oven. Cut each egg roll wrapper 
in half. 

Place two half-sheets on bottom of loaf pan. Sprinkle 
half of veggie mixture over wrapper. Whisk two of the eggs 
and pour over veggies. Sprinkle half of the cheese on top. 

With remaining ingredients, repeat layers in this or¬ 
der: wrapper, veggie mixture, eggs, wrapper, and cheese. 
Bake in a 350-degree oven for 30 minutes or until eggs are 
cooked through. 

NOTES: Egg roll wrappers are not a perfect fit to the 
loaf pan and will overlap. You may salt and pepper to taste 
at any point during the assembling of this dish. 

Ann Macey is the author of “Ann’s Table for Two: Quick 
& Easy Two Serving Recipes.” Ann welcomes your questions 
and comments atAnnsTable@gmail.com. 


Library offers children’s 
programs for Feb. vacation 

The Agawam Public Library will host the following chil¬ 
dren’s winter programs. All programs are free but registra¬ 
tion is required unless noted and may be done by going to 
www.agawamlibrary.org. For more information, visit the 
library or call Youth Services at 413-789-1550, ext. 3. 

Meet the Robots: Thursday, Feb. 19,2-4 p.m. Demonstra¬ 
tions of robots designed and operated by Agawam school 
students in grades K-12. For ages 5 and older. Stop by the 
library and meet students from Agawam’s Robotics teams 
and their robots. No registration required. 

Greg & Axel Show presents “Do You Want to Build a 
Snowman?” Friday, Feb. 20, 3 p.m. For ages 3 and older. If 
you love “Frozen,” you’ll love this brand new magic show. 
Children will help with magical routines to create all the 
snowman’s parts and at the end a snowman will magi¬ 
cally appear. This totally unique entertaining experience 
provides magic, comedy, audience participation and one 
hilarious dog. 

Winter Fun Festival: Saturday, Feb. 21,1-3 p.m. For ages 
3 and older. The Agawam Library Teen Council offers a fun 
afternoon of games, crafts, food and face painting. Partici¬ 
pants may join the fun anytime between 1-3 p.m. 

During the Winter Program Session, a collection will be 
ongoing for the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal Control and 
Adoption Center. Paper towels and canned dog or cat food 
may be dropped off at the Children’s Desk. 


Please recycle this newspaper 



Hearing 
Test Set 
for Senior 
Citizens 

Announcement- 
Free electronic hearing 
tests will be given from 
Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm 
at Avada Hearing Care 
Centers at 9 locations in 
Western Mass. Call to find 
the location nearest to you. 
The test has been arranged 
for anyone who suspects they 
are not hearing clearly. 
People who usually say they 
can hear but have trouble 
with understanding words are 
encouraged to come in for the 
tests. The testing includes 
newly-developed tests that 
determine your ability to hear 
speech in noisy environ¬ 
ments. Everyone, especially 
those over 55 who have 
trouble hearing words clearly, 
should have a test annually. 
Demonstrations of the latest 
devices to improve clarity of 
speech will be available, on 
the spot, after the tests. You 
can HEAR for yourself if the 
latest methods of correction 
will help you understand 
words better. 

Call for your Appointment 

1-888-798-8528 

©2012 HHM, Inc. 304 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


Ready, Set, 
GROW 



Cultivate good saving habits 
with our account just for kids! 

When you start saving early and saving smart, it can 
make a world of difference to you throughout life. 
At Westfield Bank, we believe in nurturing young 
savers with our Ready, Set, Grow account, 
specially designed for children 18 and under. 

Ready, Set, Grow accounts are only $1.00 to open. 
You’ll get a savings register, fun stickers, and 
online access to watch your savings sprout! 


GET UP TO $25 

Open a Ready, Set, Grow savings 
account for your young person 
at any of our convenient banking 
centers, and we’ll match up to $25* 
for a limited time. 




% 

WESTFIELD BANK 


800.995.5734 www.westfieldbank.com 


Member FDIC 




*Offer available to new Ready, Set, Grow customers only. Must be 18 years or under to qualify for bonus. Westfield Bank will match your initial opening deposit up to $25.00. The bonus will be deposited into this 
account within 45 calendar days of account opening. Minimum balance of $1.00 required to open the account and earn the bonus. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 0.10% as of 1/28/15. Minimum balance of $10.00 
required to earn the APY. The rate may change after the account is opened. Offer may be rescinded at any time. 
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Business 


Get to know 

Nina’s Cookies 

Location: 544 Springfield Street 
Phone Number: 413-304-2075 
Website: www.ninascookies.com 
Email address: info@ninascookies.com 

Owners/Manager Name: 

Maryann Whitehead & Lucy Mazza 


Local 

Business 

Profile 


How long have you been in business? 

5 Years 

How did you begin your career? 

Back in the ’80s when my children were in 
elementary school I started baking cookies 
as Christmas gifts for teachers and friends. 
Then someone said to me, “you should sell 
them.” I started baking and selling cookies 
out of my home. Over the years business 
increased, especially during the holidays. 
As the business grew I needed help and 
asked my sister Lucy Mazza if she wanted 
to help. Lu-Mare’s was launched in 2004. 
The business was growing and I outgrew 
my home. In 2008 Nina’s Cookies was 
established and named in honor of our 
mother. 

What do you stress most to your staff? 

To be friendly and accommodating. 


What makes you stand out from 
the competition? 

Attention to detail. Listening and taking 
our time with the customers. Quality of 
product. 

Describe your product or service. 

We offer a variety of traditional homemade 
Italian cookies and biscotti. Homestyle 
cookies such as chocolate chip, peanut 
butter, oatmeal raisin and more. Hand 
decorated sugar cookies for all occasions. 
Classic and signature cupcakes such as 
salted caramel, peanut butter ganache, 
cheesecake and more in standard sizes or 
minis.We also carry scones, large and mini 
cannoli and bread on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. Additionally, we make cakes 
from everyday to birthday, special occasion 
and wedding. 



Braman celebrates 125 years in business 


Braman Termite and Pest Elimination, a 
leading provider of pest management ser¬ 
vices in southern New England since 1890, is 
celebrating 125 years in business. The busi¬ 
ness, originally founded in Boston in 1890, 
moved the headquarters to Agawam in 
1980. Over the years, Braman has changed 
more than just its centralized location. The 
business of pest control has an interesting 
history of its own. 

The original pest control products, cre¬ 
ated by “Mr. Braman” (to whom the busi¬ 
ness still owes its name), were displayed at a 
Boston meat market owned by Jack Lazarus. 
These homemade product recipes were left 
with Lazarus to continue developing when 
Braman retired. Lazarus then began a side 
business applying pesticides when custom¬ 
ers complained homemade remedies did 
not work. 

“In 1890, pest control was usually done at 
night or when no one was around,” said Jerry 
Lazarus, third-generation owner of Braman 
Termite and Pest Elimination. The evolution 
of pest control has come a long way. In the 


late 1800s, pest control was primarily done 
with kitchen sink concoctions made with 
ingredients like arsenic, which has a very 
distinct and unpleasant smell. 

“The common view was that ‘if it didn’t 
stink, it didn’t work.’ Nowadays, if it stinks 
you have a problem,” said Lazarus. “Pest 
control product development has come so 
far that they can be done in very controlled 
environments without displacement. We 
can even treat hospital rooms without mov¬ 
ing patients, if needed.” 

Now, there are no “secret ingredients” 
and all products are scientifically tested 
to establish appropriate dosage, ensuring 
both efficacy and public safety. There are 
also technological advancements that have 
fueled the company’s success decade after 
decade. Modern society might take technol¬ 
ogy like email, cell phones, bar code scan¬ 
ning, and global positioning systems for 
granted, but those advancements are what 
have helped Braman provide fast, efficient 
and customer-centered service. 


Six Flags hiring seasonal employees 


Six Flags New England is hiring 3,000 
seasonal employees for the 2015 season. The 
annual job fair will be Friday, Feb. 27, from 3 
to 8 p.m., and Saturday, Feb. 28, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Human Resources building 
across the street from the theme park, 1756 
Main St., Agawam. 

Six Flags will be hiring for all positions, 
including admissions, culinary services, 
games, lifeguards, loss prevention, park ser¬ 
vices, EMT, security, entertainment and re¬ 
tail and rides. 

Interested applicants must be at least 
16 years old and should be dressed and pre¬ 
pared for on-the-spot interviews. It is rec¬ 


ommended that all interested candidates 
apply online at sixflagsjobs.com prior to ar¬ 
rival. 

Entertainment auditions will take place 
Sunday, Feb. 22, and Sunday, March 1, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Human Resources 
Building. Six Flags is seeking actors, danc¬ 
ers, characters, superheroes, drummers 
and technical staff for spring and summer 
shows. 

For questions and more information, 
contact Human Resources at 413-786-9300, 
ext. 3100. 

Six Flags New England will open for the 
season on Saturday, April 11. 


AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 

ADVERTISEMENT 
January 28, 2015 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the Aga¬ 
wam Public Library Con¬ 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, February 23, 
2015 at 7:00 PM for all par¬ 
ties interested in the appeal 
of Bell Atlantic Mobile of 
Massachusetts Corporation, 
LTD dba Verizon Wireless 
which is seeking a Variance 
from Section 180-97 of the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances which would 
allow for the construction of 
a telecommunications tower 
with less than the required 
distance from the base of the 
tower to the property line at 
the premises identified as 491 
Mill Street. 

Doreen Prouty Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 
2/5,2/12/15 

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 


a public hearing at the Aga¬ 
wam Public Library Con¬ 
ference Room, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA on 
Monday, February 23, 
2015 at 6:30PM for all par¬ 
ties interested in the appeal 
of SBA and T-Mobile which 
is seeking a Special Permit 
in accordance with Section 
180-96, Paragraph A of the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances which would 
allow for the installation 
of wireless communication 
antennas and equipment to an 
existing tower at the premises 
identified as 369 Main Street. 

Doreen Prouty Chairperson 

Agawam Board of Appeals 
2/5,2/12/15 

AGAWAM ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 

ADVERTISEMENT 
January 28,2015 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
public hearing at the Agawam 
Public Library Conference 
Room, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA on Monday, 
February 23, 2015 at 7:30 
PM for all parties interest¬ 
ed in the appeal of Verizon 


Wireless which is seeking a 
Special Permit in accordance 
with Section 180-96 of the 
Town of Agawam’s Zoning 
Ordinances which would 
allow for the construction of 
a telecommunications wire¬ 
less service facility at the 
premises identified as 491 
Mill Street. 

Doreen Prouty Chairperson 
Agawam Board of Appeals 
2/5,2/12/15 

NOTICE OF BALLOON 
FLIGHT BY 
BELL ATLANTIC 
MOBILE OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
CORPORATION, LTD. 
d/b/a VERIZON 
WIRELESS 

Bell Atlantic Mobile of 
Massachusetts Corporation, 
Ltd. d/b/a Verizon Wireless 
has filed an application for 
a special permit with the 
Agawam Zoning Board of 
Appeals to erect a Personal 
Wireless Service Facility 
consisting of a 100 ft. mono¬ 
pole tower and a 12 x 26 ft. 
equipment shelter on proper¬ 
ty located at 491 Mill Street 
in Agawam, Massachusetts 
shown on Assessor’s Map 
H10, Block 02, Lot 0017. 


Verizon Wireless will fly 
a balloon at the proposed 
site for public viewing on 
Tuesday, February 17, 
2015, from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. In the event of 
inclement weather, the bal¬ 
loon flight will be held on 
Thursday, February 19, 2015, 
at the same time. For any 
questions, contact Ellen W. 
Freyman, counsel to Verizon 
Wireless, at (413) 737-1131. 
2/12/15 

LEGAL NOTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM 

CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City 
Council will conduct a pub¬ 
lic hearing on Monday, 
March 2, 2015, at 7:00 pm, 
at the Roberta G. Doering 
School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA to hear the 
petition of the Agawam City 
Council on a proposed zon¬ 
ing amendment (TOR-2015- 
1) to the Town’s “Wireless 
Telecommunications Overlay 
District” by adding Section 
180-95A. TOR-2015-1 is 
available for public inspec¬ 
tion at the City Clerk’s Office 
and the Planning Department, 
36 Main Street, Agawam, 


MA between the hours of 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday 
through Friday. 

BY ORDER OF: 

Christopher C. Johnson 
President of the 
Agawam City Council 
2/12,2/19/15 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Division 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD15P0118EA 
Estate of: 

Evelyn Joan Votzakis 
Also Known As: 

Evelyn J. Votzakis 
Date of Death: 

December 18,2014 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Nancy 
Jo R. Renna of Suffield CT, 
Petitioner James P. Votzakis 
of Agawam, MA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Nancy Jo R. Renna 

of Suffield, CT, James 
P. Votzakis of Agawam, 


MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

2/12/15 



Cabinet 


BUDGET 




Established 


in 1981 


KITCHENS 


BATHS 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 

300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 

OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 

budgetcabinetsales.com 


KnaftMaid 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad¬ 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this news¬ 
paper and can answer all of your questions regarding 
these notices. Please indicate the newspapers and 
publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line 
of your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Karen directly at 413- 
283-8393x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news¬ 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 
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Public Safety 


FIRE LOG 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 70 EMS 
calls and the following emergency response calls for the 
week from Feb. 3 to Feb. 9. 

On Feb. 3 at 1:10 p.m., the department responded to 
Main Street for false alarm or false call, other. 

On Feb. 3 at 1:24 p.m, the department responded 
to Westview Lane for carbon monoxide detector activa¬ 
tion, no CO. 

On Feb. 3 at 1:59 p.m, the department responded to 
Leonard Street for good intent call, other. 

On Feb. 3 at 2:57 p.m, the department responded to 
Main Street for false alarm or false call, other. 

On Feb. 4 at 7:04 a.m, the department responded to 
Springfield Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 5 11:06 p.m, the department responded to 
Suffield Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 6 at 11:07 a.m, the department responded 
to Oriole Drive for lockout. 

On Feb. 7 at 10:17 a.m, the department responded 
to Springfield Street for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On Feb. 7 at 6 p.m, the department responded to 
Main Street for alarm system sounded due to malfunc¬ 
tion. 

On Feb. 8 at 2:24 a.m, the department responded 
to Elizabeth Street for alarm system sounded due to 
malfunction. 

On Feb. 8 at 2:27 a.m, the department responded to 
Sunnyslope Avenue for carbon monoxide incident. 

On Feb. 8 at 9:55 a.m, the department responded to 
Leonard Street for citizen complaint. 


On Feb. 8 at 5:21 p.m, the department responded to 
South Westfield Street for lockout. 

On Feb. 8 at 6:19 p.m, the department responded 
to Maynard Street for smoke detector activation due to 
malfunction. 

On Feb. 9 at 12:52 a.m, the department responded 
to Ridgeway Drive for good intent call, other. 

On Feb. 9 at 6:33 a.m, the department responded to 
Suffield Street for lockout. 

POLICE LOG 

The Agawam Police Department responded to 322 
calls for service from Feb. 3 to Feb. 9. The department 
made 3 arrests. Those arrested will appear at a future 
date in Westfield District Court and are innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Tuesday, Feb. 3 

Stephen N. Smith, 26, of 24 Granger Drive, Feed¬ 
ing Hills, was arrested on charges of possession of a 
Class A drug and operating a motor vehicle with license 
suspended. 

Friday, Feb. 6 

Leslie Westbrook, 44, of 23 Suffield St, Apt. 30, Aga¬ 
wam, was arrested on a charge of possession of a Class 
B drug, subsequent offense. 

Donison L. Coles, 44, of 23 Suffield St, Apt. 30, Aga¬ 
wam, was arrested on a charge of possession of a Class 
B drug, subsequent offense. 



Banish Misfortune will play traditional Irish music March 6 at the Agawam Senior Center. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 

Irish music sextet to play next month 


Seniors 


Agawam Senior Center 

Lunch menu 


MONDAY, FEB. 16: PRESIDENTS DAY OB¬ 
SERVED. SENIOR CENTER CLOSED. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 17: SAUSAGE, HAM AND 
SEAFOOD PAELLA, SALAD, CAKE. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 18: MACARONI AND 
CHEESE, STEWED TOMATOES, CORN MUFFINS, 
PINEAPPLE. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 19: ROAST CHICKEN CAC- 
CIATORE, PEPPERS AND ONIONS, PASTA AND 
SAUCE, PUDDING. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 20: BAKED FISH, RICE PILAF, 
BUTTERED SPINACH, PEACHES. 

Calendar of Events 

MONDAY, FEB. 16: PRESIDENTS DAY OB¬ 
SERVED. SENIOR CENTER CLOSED. 

TUESDAY, FEB. 17: 9 A.M, EXERCISE, KNIT¬ 
TING CLASS, SEWING CLASS; 10 A.M, CHAIR 
EXERCISE; 12:30 P.M, LADIES BILLIARDS, MAH 


JONGG, MOVIE; 1 P.M, MEXICAN TRAIN GAME; 
2:30 P.M, CHORUS; 4:30 P.M, YOGA; 6 P.M, BE¬ 
GINNER LINE DANCE; 6:30 P.M, EVENING SEW¬ 
ING CLASS. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 18: 8 A.M, WEIGHT 
TRAINING; 8:15 A.M, YOGA; 8:30 A.M, MEET 
THE MAYOR; 9:45 A.M, GENTLE YOGA; 12:30 
P.M, BRIDGE; 1 P.M, BALLROOM LESSONS, 
SCRABBLE; 1:30 P.M, GOLDEN AGERS CHAPTER 
2 MEETING; 5:30 P.M, ZUMBA GOLD. 

THURSDAY FEB. 19: FREE TAX PREP (BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY); 8:30 A.M, CHAIR EXER¬ 
CISE; 9 A.M, EXERCISE; 9:30 A.M, QUILTING; 
10 A.M, LINE DANCING; 12:30 P.M, BRIDGE; 1 
P.M, PITCH, OPEN ART CLASS; 2 P.M, MELODY 
BAND PRACTICE; 6:30 P.M, PITCH, EVENING 
LINE DANCING. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 20: 8 A.M, YOGA; 9:15 A.M, 
ALL MEDIA ART; 10 A.M.JAI CHI; NOON, CANAS¬ 
TA; 1 P.M, PITCH, CRIBBAGE; 5:30 P.M, ZUMBA 
GOLD. 


The Agawam Cultural Council’s Ap¬ 
plause Series continues on Friday, March 
6, at 7 p.m. when the sextet Banish Mis¬ 
fortune performs a program of traditional 
Irish music at the Agawam Senior Center. 
Instrumentation of the group includes fid¬ 
dle, concertina, mandolin, accordion, flute, 
and guitar, with which they perform rous¬ 
ing sets of jigs, reels, hornpipes, waltzes, 
polkas and airs, as well as the occasional 
inspired song or accompanied Irish poem. 

All of the group’s members hail from 
western Massachusetts, some having 
played together for decades. David Brule 
(fiddle), a published author fluent in Irish 
Gaelic as well as several other languages, 
brings his love of Irish poetry to the band. 
Sean Burke (mandolin, bouzouki), born in 
County Mayo, Ireland, roots the group’s 
sensibilities with his genuine approach 
to the music and remarkable repertoire 
of heartfelt songs. Tim Donoghue (con- 

Agawam Day 
scheduled in Fla. 

The annual Agawam Day Picnic 
will be held Wednesday, March 4, at 
Fort DeSoto Park just outside of St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Fla. Arrival time is anytime 
after 10:30 a.m. at Shelter 14, which 
overlooks the bay. All are invited to 
join many former and current resi¬ 
dents of Agawam and their friends. 

Those attending are asked to bring 
lunches and beverages and a gift for 
the door prize table. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 941-359-9597 or 413-250- 
2955. 


certina) is legendary among local Irish 
musicians, with a keen wit and wellspring 
of Irish songs tucked in his back pocket, 
from bawdy to beguiling. Kira Jewett is an 
acclaimed All-Ireland Fiddle Champion 
and an award-winning high school biol¬ 
ogy teacher. T.J. Ezold (flute, accordion, 
banjo, whistle), a Berklee College of Music 
graduate and local flight instructor, sets 
the tunes aloft with his soaring musician- 
ship. And David Meuser (guitar) instills his 
accompaniment with his lifelong affection 
for traditional Irish music and culture. 

This event is sponsored by Bridgeport 
National Bindery. 

The Agawam Senior Center is located at 
954 Main St. and can be reached by phone 
at 413-821-0604. This and all Applause Se¬ 
ries events are free and open to the public. 

More information on each of the Ap¬ 
plause Series events is available at www. 
agawamcc.org. 

Lions to host a 
night of comedy 

The Agawam Lions Club will host its 
11th annual Comedy Night on Saturday, 
March 21, at the Knights of Columbus, 460 
Granby Road, Chicopee. Doors open at 6 
p.m., followed by the show at 7 p.m. Attend¬ 
ees are asked bring their own snacks and 
table decorations. There is no host bar. 

Performance headliner is Brad Mas- 
trangelo. Advance tickets are $20; at the 
door, $25. For more information contact, 
Shawn Disley at 413-687-0268, email diz- 
zydizz@gmail or visit www.agawamlions. 
org/events. 

For more information about Lions Clubs 
International, visit lionsclubs.org. 


Cultural Council 
meets Feb. 17 

The Agawam Cultural Council will meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. The meeting is open to the public. 

A great opportunity exists with the ACC for anyone 
with an interest in providing diverse cultural events 
for the town. This all-volunteer organization, appoint¬ 
ed by the mayor and funded, in part, by the Massachu¬ 
setts Cultural Council, is looking for new members. 
The ACC is charged with bringing engaging, entertain¬ 
ing, and educational events and opportunities in the 
arts, humanities, and sciences, to children and adults 
from Agawam and the surrounding communities. 


Hand-made Mattress 

Choose Size 
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FROM $199 
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OPENING { 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 ^ 

Great Menu 

Indoor Seating 

Come Warm Up by the Fire 

258 Feeding Hills Rd.: 
Southwick 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
11 AM-8 PM 


(Across from 
Calabrese Farms) 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE . 

www.mooliciousfarm.com |y^7 I 


FOR ALL YOUR MASONRY NEEDS 


Locally owned and operated 
Chimneys • Rebuilds • Repairs • Liners 
Concrete • Stairs • Walkways • Patios 
Basement Waterproofing • Hatchways 
Foundations • Basement Windows 
Retaining Walls • Stonework 

Residential & Commercial 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ii HARDY’S 

Professional 

Masonry 

hardysprofessionalmasonry.com 

For an expert opinion and FREE estimate call 

413 . 786.0020 

Agawam, MA 

LICENSED & INSURED • SENIOR DISCOUNTS 
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PARISH I from page 1 


seeking an explanation. That letter was signed by Coun¬ 
cil President Judy Donahue, Haire said. He said he and his 
wife have also mailed letters. 

Haire said he is disappointed that Rozanski has not re¬ 
sponded to parishioners, but acknowledged that the bish¬ 
op is not under an obligation to do so. 

“There is not any Catholic law that obligates him to an¬ 
swer to us,” Haire said. “It does not seem right or fair, but 
it is what it is.” 

One parishioner who has been especially vocal about 
Parzynski being replaced is Kristin Hodges, a 22-year 
member of the church who says she saw Parzynski make 
a positive impact in his short, about 18-month tenure in 
the community. 

“We did a survey and one of the goals that came out of 
the survey was to increase the participation among the 
youth in the community,” said Hodges. “Father Tomasz has 
done that and I think it would have a very negative impact 
on our church if he is transferred.” 

She claims since Parzynski has been the administrator 
of the parish, attendance at regular masses has increased 
among youths. She also says their participation in religious 
education has increased. 

Hodges, who volunteers regularly with the church and 
also has a 16-year-old son who is involved, claims since the 
announcement of Tomasz’s departure, the youth involve¬ 
ment has scaled back and also the number of youths con¬ 
sidering a future in vocation has decreased. 

She and many other parishioners are blaming the issue 
on Bishop Rozanski for a perceived lack of communication 
with the parish. 

“He has been the bishop for a while and he has never 
visited our parish,” said Hodges. “In a statement he claimed 
his replacement of Father Tomasz was for the good of the 
diocese. If he had visited our parish, then he would be able 
to see the good he has done. If our objective is to perpetu¬ 


ate faith, then Father Tomasz has certainly achieved that. 
Our youth is the future of our faith.” 

Numerous letters and phone calls were made to the 
bishop asking for reconsideration, but they have gone un¬ 
answered and plans for Tomasz to be transferred out of the 
community are moving forward. 

While it was announced McGrath would become the 
church’s new administrator beginning Feb. 27, Parzynski 
has yet to know his assignment, Hodges said. 

“As of this past Sunday, he still was not made aware of 
where he was going,” Hodges said a week ago. “I know this 
could be part of some bigger plan, but we are really disap¬ 
pointed he is leaving.” 

Helen Light, a parishioner at the church for many years, 
said she respects the decisions made by the bishop, and 
acknowledges Parzynski made a few mistakes while at the 
helm of the church. 

“He expressed frustration in mass telling us that he had 
been called to the bishop’s office,” said Light. “Part of the 
rules of being in the vocation is to obey the bishop. I hope 
he is able to find success and I wish him good luck in what¬ 
ever he does next.” 

New pastor from St. Mary’s 

McGrath said he was saddened to learn he was leaving 
St. Mary’s Church in Westfield. He served there for more 
than 13 years. He brings a wealth of knowledge and experi¬ 
ence to St. John’s and will do his best to lead the church in 
a positive direction. 

“I am excited to come and be a part of St. John’s,” said 
McGrath. “The community and this church have a rich tra¬ 
dition and I look forward to the challenge.” 

Parzynski was not available for comment. The bishop’s 
office in Springfield did not return calls from the Agawam 
Advertiser News seeking comment. 



HIRING I from page 1 

Mineo and George Bitzas. 

Bitzas was adamant that Suffriti should have the right 
to withdraw his proposal. Johnson disagreed, and said an¬ 
other councilor may wish to sponsor the resolution after 
learning more about it. 

“It is possible we could do this with another sponsor or 
amendments to this resolution,” Letellier suggested. 

Bitzas objected. 

“If a sponsor wants to withdraw his resolution, he 
should be able to do that,” said Bitzas. 

Johnson again disagreed, saying it was not the past 
practice of the council. 

Mineo also chimed in, saying he believed it stated in 
the rules that Suffriti could withdraw his resolution at any 
time. 

Councilor Paul Cavallo said he wanted to see the rule 
the issue applied to, but agreed with Mineo and Bitzas. 

Bitzas also challenged Cichetti not to put the item on 
the Legislative Subcommittee agenda, which prompted 
Johnson to cut off Bitzas’ discussion with Cichetti on the 
issue. 

The following day, Bitzas told the Agawam Advertiser 
News he researched the issue. He said a sponsor’s right to 
withdraw a resolution at any time is in Robert’s Rules of 
Order. He said there is no council rule or town charter rule 
that supercedes that. 

Bitzas expressed disappointment over how his opinion 
was treated at the council meeting. 

Cichetti also said the battling between councilors was 
unfortunate, and another great reason for a charter review 
committee to be developed and look over all the rules for 
clarification and modernization. 

On Sunday morning, Cohen confirmed he had met with 
Suffriti. A few department heads that represent adminis¬ 
trative unions also attended the meeting. Cohen said he 
and the department heads gave Suffriti some informa¬ 
tion about how department 
heads are chosen. Cohen 
also said he was warned by 
the union they would file a 
grievance for a change in 
working conditions if the 
resolution were passed. 

Currently, the mayor, as 
head of the executive branch 
of town government, has the 
sole authority to hire the 
heads of town departments. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 


At Westfield Bank, its great. 

Looking for a fresh start? We make switching 
banks easy. We make banking easy, too, 
with low-cost checking account options, mobile 
and text banking, and weekend office hours. 

To open a Westfield Bank checking account, 
stop by any of our convenient offices today or 
open an account online at westfieldbank.com. 




WESTFIELD BANK 


WB Performance Checking 

An account that rewards a $15,000 daily combined 
balance in checking and Performance Money Market with 
unlimited rebates of other banks’ ATM surcharges. 

WB Signature Checking 

Plenty of perks plus access to higher CD rates with $5,000 
combined checking and Signature Savings account balance. 

WB Free Checking 

This account offers free checking and statement savings 
with no monthly maintenance service charge. 

WB 18-25 Checking 

A starter account that has all the extra goodies with 
no balance requirements. 


800.995.5734 www.westfieldbank.com 


Member FDIC 




Agawam 
Advertiser 
News Obituary 
Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 

obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 
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In the Classroom 


Agawam High School Counseling bulletin 


College Acceptances: Sabrinna Dubiel: Bay 
Path University; Taylor Heinbokel: Bay Path University; 
Lexi Cears: Elms College, Bay Path University; Mike 
Costello: University of New England, UMass Amherst, 
University of Albany; Alex Dusza: Mount Ida College, 
American International College; Carly Evelyn: Quinni- 
piac University; Emily Feid: Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy & Health Sciences; Heather Howe: Spring- 
field College, UMass Amherst, Gordon College; Taylor 
Kareta: Massachusetts College of Pharmacy & Health 
Sciences; Jordan Lunden: Springfield College, West- 
field State University, Roger Williams University, As¬ 
sumption College, Quinnipiac University; Kaitlyn Mar¬ 
tin: The College of Saint Rose; Irina Mita: Westfield 
State University, Springfield Technical Community 
College; Kyla McGurn: University of Central Florida; 
Rylie Molloy: University of New England, Univer¬ 
sity of New Hampshire, Bridgewater State University, 
UMass Dartmouth; University of Maine Farmington, 
Worcester State University; Lauren Rinaldi: Salve Re¬ 
gina University; Cameron Rivest: Springfield College, 
Southern Connecticut State University, University of 
Rhode Island; Allison Schwarz: University of Rhode 
Island; Ashley Webster: Quinnipiac University, Fair- 
field University, Saint Anselm College, Bridgewater 
State College; Alex Haupt: Elms College, Westfield 


State University. 

Seniors: Please let Mrs. Tirone in the counseling 
office know what college/university you have been 
accepted into. 

Social Work at Western New England Uni¬ 
versity: WNEU and the Department of Social Work 
will hold an open house and informational luncheon 
for juniors and seniors to learn more about the pro¬ 
gram on Feb. 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. Stu¬ 
dents must register for this by Feb. 14 at www.wne. 
edu/openhousereg. 

Free Financial Aid Application Assistance 
for Mass. Residents: American Student Assistance 
College Planning Centers offer free assistance with 
completing financial aid application at centers and 
over the phone by calling 877-332-4348. Visit www. 
asa.org/plan for more information. 

FAFSA Day (College Goal Sunday): A volunteer 
driven program providing free assistance to students 
and families seeking to complete the FAFSA, the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid on Feb. 22 at 1 
p.m. at Holyoke Community College. For more infor¬ 
mation, visit www.fafsaday.org. 

Scholarships: See your counselor for more in¬ 
formation or an application. 


CAMPUS NOTES... 


Assumption College: Cristina Zaffetti, 
of Feeding Hills, was named to the fall se¬ 
mester dean’s list. 

Becker College: Brandon Casey, of 
Feeding Hills, was named to the fall semes¬ 
ter dean’s list. 

College of the Holy Cross: Robert Car¬ 
rier, of Agawam, was named to the fall se¬ 
mester dean’s list. 

Coastal Carolina University: Elizabeth 
Caracciolo, of Feeding Hills, was named to 
the fall semester president’s list. 

Emerson College: Mariesa Negosanti, 
of Agawam, was selected for induction into 
the college’s Purple Key Leadership Soci- 
ety. 

Framingham State University: Kelsey 
DeMatteo, of Agawam, and Alycia Rack- 
liffe, of Feeding Hills, were named to the 
president’s list for the fall semester. 

Keene State College: Liana Blais, of 
Agawam, was named to the fall semester 
dean’s list. 

Springfield College: Leah Dominique, 
of Agawam; and Amanda Ehresman, Col¬ 
leen Keeley, Anna Lovotti, Edrine Olowo, 


Christopher Rumplik, Kali Thomas, Nicho¬ 
las Vecchiarelli and Christina Vilkhovoy, 
of Feeding Hills, were named to the fall se¬ 
mester dean’s list. 

Springfield Technical Community 
College: Nedime Ahmeti, Anna Baranov, 
Lauren Bava, Jeffrey Benson, Tyler Brandon, 
Marc Couture-King, Il’ya Demka, Nicole 
Despang, Jeffrey Garfield, Jeffery Gilbert, 
Rose Heurtelou, Samantha Hulse, Nicho¬ 
las Korniyenko, Zachary Lamsey, Rebecca 
Leithoff, Kelly Martin, Jeffrey Pickett, Anna 
Serra and Vitaliy Tsukanov, of Agawam; 
and Lisa Allen-Geissler, Kristen Bradley, 
Lisa Carney, Vincent DeRose, DevaMarie 
DeVos-Moore, Adam Gay, Deborah Grif¬ 
fin, Renate Klueh, Gabriella Leon, Joseph 
Marquette, Anthony Marsili, Veronica Mo- 
quin, Phoebe Owuor, Elizabeth Rohan, Sa¬ 
mantha Sabola and Anthony Saccomani, 
of Feeding Hills, were named to the fall se¬ 
mester dean’s list. 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute: 

Gaetano Scuderi, of Feeding Hills, was 
named to the fall semester dean’s list. 


HCHS to present ‘Curtain Call, Again’ 


Holyoke Catholic High School Perform¬ 
ing Arts will present “Curtain Call, Again,” 
an evening of music and dance, on Friday, 
Feb. 27, and Saturday, Feb. 28. 

The performances will take place at 
Commonwealth Academy, One Ames Hill 


Road, Springfield, at 7 p.m. 

Tickets, which are $12 for students and 
seniors and $14 for adults, may be pur¬ 
chased by calling Amanda at 413-777-4701 
or emailing Amanda.Malouin@gmail.com. 


Writing contest winners named 


The Agawam Cultural Council will hold 
a reception to honor winners of the fifth 
annual Writing Competition on Tuesday, 
March 10, at 7 p.m. in the community room 
at the Agawam Public Library. Winners in 
all categories that qualified for judging will 
share their work. Various dignitaries have 
been invited. Light refreshments will be 
served after the presentation. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is spon¬ 
soring this event as part of its “Give Back 
to the Community Program.” The event is 
open to the public. 

First place winners will be awarded $50; 
second place, $25; third place, $15. Award 
winners in each category are as follows. 

Kindergarten through grade 2 (written 
paragraph or art poster on the theme of 
“Your favorite book character”): Corabella 
Johnson, first place; Emma LaCaresse, sec¬ 
ond place; Caleb Kendrick, third place. 

Grade 3 (composition on “How would 
you convince your parents to buy you a 
pet?”): Ryan Stairs, first place; Brianna An¬ 
derson, second place; Olivia Gryszowka, 
third place. 

Grade 4 (“A poem about your favorite 


activity”): Hana Ahmed, first place; Gen¬ 
evieve Charette, second place; Zoe Hart¬ 
mann, third place. 

Grades 5-6 (composition on “Your fa¬ 
vorite famous person, past or present”): 
Domenic Vecchiarelli, first place; Inessa 
Schneider, second place; Dayne Gottier, 
third place. 

Grades 7-8 (composition on “What 
makes you happy?”): Kayla Herlihy, first 
place; Isabella Dimino, second place; Gi- 
anna Yacavone, third place. 

Insufficient entries were received from 
the high school category for judging. 

The Agawam Public Library is located 
at 750 Cooper St. and can be reached by 
phone at 413-789-1550. 

The Agawam Cultural Council is an all¬ 
volunteer local partner of the Massachu¬ 
setts Cultural Council, a state agency, and 
is funded, in part, by the MCC. The ACC is 
charged with bringing engaging, entertain¬ 
ing, and educational events and opportuni¬ 
ties in the arts, humanities, and sciences, to 
children and adults from Agawam and the 
surrounding communities. 


Junior Women scholarships available 


The GFWC Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club is once again accepting applica¬ 
tions for scholarships that will be award¬ 
ed to deserving high school seniors who 
reside in Agawam or Feeding Hills and 
are planning to further their educa¬ 
tion in the current year. Applicants for 
the AJWC General Scholarship will be 
considered with an emphasis placed on 
those individuals who have volunteered 
in the community. 

In addition to the AJWC General 
Scholarship, the Mouneimneh Future 
Teacher Scholarship for $1,000 will be 
awarded to a senior who is pursuing a 
degree in education. This scholarship is 
sponsored by Kathy Mouneimneh, retired 
Agawam High School teacher and former 
School Committee member. The stipend 
Mouneimneh received as a School Com¬ 


mittee member is being housed by the 
AJWC, and the club members assist her 
in selecting its recipient each year. 

Both scholarship applications are 
available online on the AHS website un¬ 
der the “counseling” tab. Agawam and 
Feeding Hills residents who are high 
school seniors but do not attend AHS can 
access the applications online or at their 
respective high schools. Both scholar¬ 
ship applications must be postmarked by 
April 1 and returned to GFWC Agawam 
Junior Women’s Club, RO. Box 332, Aga¬ 
wam, MA 01001, Attn: Janine Iacolo. For 
more information, email Iacolo at info@ 
agawamgfwc.com. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is 
a member of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, one of the largest female 
volunteer organizations in the world. 


Preschool will hold open house 


The Agawam Early Childhood Center, 
which offers a comprehensive, quality and 
reasonably priced preschool experience for 
3- and 4-year-olds, will hold an open house 
Thursday, Feb. 26. 

The preschool program provides all stu¬ 
dents with a standards-based education 
that builds the foundation for all future 
learning with the Agawam Public Schools. 
It includes a developmentally appropri¬ 
ate curriculum where all children learn 


through play and hands-on activities. 

To see what the program has to offer, 
attend the open house Feb. 26 from 6 to 7 
p.m. at 108 Perry Lane in Agawam. 

Applications are currently being taken 
for both morning and afternoon sessions. 
For an application, call 413-821-0597 or 
visit www.agawampublicschools.org, se¬ 
lect “Our School” and “Early Childhood 
Center.” 


Springfield Symphony Orchestra Presents. 



Mutts 
ftom $22- 

Kids & CoJ®« 

Students 

M Nays 51 


Kevin Rhodes 

Music Director & Conductor 



Saturday, February 21st, 2015 at 7:30 PM 

Kevin Rhodes, Music Director & Conductor 
Denis Azabagic, Guitar 

Respighi Botticelli Triptych | Vivaldi Guitar Concerto in D major, RV 93 

Rodrigo Guitar Concerto “Aranjuez” | De Falla Suite No. 1 “The Three Cornered Hat” 


SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 




Tickets & Info at 413-733-2291 or SpringfieldSymphony.org 

Adults from $22 • Kids & College Students Always $10-Groups (10+) 25% Off • BOGO “Choose” Packages Still Available 
Concerts at Springfield Symphony Hall, 34 Court Street, 01103 


Dr’ CD 


Concert Sponsor 

CHARTER OAK 

Insurance and Financial Services Co. 


youtube. com/SpringfieldOrchestra 


Soloist Sponsor 


Media Sponsor 

2 ClearChannel 


Season Sponsor 

5 MassMutual 




Our patients'successes 
are our greatest referrals 

We treat the Condition with Manual 
Therapy, as well as the Patient. 

Conditions of Treatment 

• Athletic and other Soft Tissue Sprains & Strains 

• Spinal Pain • Arthritis • Loss of Balance 

• Post-Operative Rehabilitation 

• Vertigo • TMJ 



Rehab Resolutions, Inc. 

Physical Therapy Services 


Sofia Zanzarella, M.S., P.T. 

Certified Provider of Active Release Techniques® 
Chief Executive Officer of Rehab Resolutions, Inc. 



• All Major Insurances Accepted • We Treat Workmans Comp & MVA Injuries 
• Schedule Appointments Within 24 Hours • Spanish/Russian Translation Available 

Our Locations: 

627 College Highway, Suite 6, Southwick, MA 01077 
9 1111 Elm Street, Suite 9, West Springfield, MA 01089 

BBB 413 - 736-2250 * www.rehabresolutions.com 
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Past Colleens reflect on title reigns 



Agawam’s Colleen Court, from left: Allison Schwarz, Alissa O’Connell, 2015 Colleen Lauren Muszyn- 
ski, Michaela Calabrese and Marissa Ewing. 



Laurie O’Connell watches as her daughter, Kaitlyn O’Connell, places a 2015 Court sash on Michaela 
Calabrese. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


COLLEEN I from page 1 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

Being the Agawam Colleen has instilled 
a sense of pride, history, and heritage in the 
14 young women who have had the honor. 

From Danielle DeForge, the initial Aga¬ 
wam Colleen in 2001, to last year’s winner, 
Kelly Theriault, past Colleens have enjoyed 
the tradition and community service of the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day honor. 

Theriault just completed her final duty 
as Colleen — giving her farewell speech 
and passing on the crownto the next one, 
the 15th in the history. She said last month 
that she was excited to continue the fare¬ 
well speech tradition. 

Becoming Colleen is not a simple pro¬ 
cess, she said. She went through the pro¬ 
cess of interviews, followed by rehearsal 
events, teas and dress fittings. But the day 
she was named the Colleen, she started a 
wonderful year-long process of fun events, 
bonding with her court, and representing 
the community in the St. Patrick’s Day pa¬ 
rade in Holyoke. 

“Having the opportunity to be part of 
the 2014 Colleen and Court of Agawam was 
such an amazing experience,” said Theri¬ 
ault. “From the nerves of interview day and 
Coronation through the joy of seeing our 
families in Holyoke in the freezing cold, we 
have been through a lot together. 

“I made amazing memories with my 
court and all of the committee members. I 
have learned so much about my friends, my 
heritage, and my community.” 

Theriault was proud to play a part in the 
15th coronation. 

“The members of the Agawam Saint 
Patrick’s Committee put so much work into 
everything they have done for the past 15 
years, and the outcome has always been in¬ 
credible,” said Theriault. “I have never met a 
group of people more proud of whom they 
are. Just last week the girls and I got togeth¬ 
er for spaghetti and some scrap booking 
and we realized that this was going to be 
something lifelong and we have the Com¬ 
mittee to thank for that. We have become 
our own little Irish family.” 

The positive feelings among the Col¬ 
leens seems common. 

Alyson (Garvey) Thebodo was the sec¬ 
ond Colleen, receiving the honor in 2002. 

Thebodo decided to do the pageant be¬ 


cause she wanted more of a connection to 
her Irish heritage. 

“I didn’t see myself as the pageant type,” 
said Thebodo. “But I was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised that everyone was so down-to-earth 
and it was a positive experience.” 

Thebodo actually tried out to be a Col¬ 
leen in 2001, and was among the 20 final¬ 
ists, but did not make it to the court. 

“I went home and was sad, but I told 
my mom I would work harder and practice 
and try next year,” said Thebodo. “I gained 
a lot of confidence and I won the next year. 
It was the best thing I gained from the con¬ 
test.” 

Thebodo said she made friendships and 
lasting memories from the contests. 

“The parade was so exciting,” she said. 
“Having all those people smile at you. I 
even think a few girls got marriage propos¬ 
als. I have stayed in touch with my court 
over the years. I would recommend this 
to anyone because the confidence I have 
gained helped me in other aspects of my 
life and the friendships I have made were 
priceless.” 

In 2010, five years ago, Brie Newton was 
the honoree as Colleen. 

“Entering was my dream [ever] since I 
was a little girl and I would watch the pa¬ 
rade,” said Newton. 

Newton says it is hard to pick a favorite 
part of the process. 

“The entire thing is so exciting,” said 
Newton. “I loved attending all the events in 
Agawam. Some people don’t realize all the 
things we do, like the dinners at the senior 
center, and painting shamrocks with the 
court.” 

The experience brought another winner 
even closer to her heritage. 

Buoyed by winning her contest, Jess Col¬ 
son, the 2011 winner, spent a few months in 
Ireland. She studied abroad in Galway, Ire¬ 
land, for four months. 

“I consider it my second home and I 
can’t wait to go back,” said Colson. 

Colson agreed Colleens are held to a 
high standard. 

“They are recognized throughout the 
community and it was such a blessing to 
use the title for good purposes,” said Col¬ 
son. “Other young ladies should definitely 
want to take part in this contest. It is truly 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience.” 


against cancer. She believes that strength 
comes from those Irish roots. 

Muszynski went through a series of 
interviews, a tea time and dress fitting to 
prepare for the coronation. She says the 
experience has been amazing, and she has 
made several new friends. 

“I never knew that many people from 
Agawam,” said Muszynski. “So getting the 
opportunity to meet all the other contes¬ 
tants from Agawam was fantastic. All of 
the girls were so nice and accepting of me 
and Michaela [Calabrese, one of the court 
members] since we both came from the 
same school, Holyoke Catholic. They all 
made me feel welcome and a little less ner¬ 
vous; we had a fun time waiting for the in¬ 
terviews just talking.” 

Muszynski learned from the contests 
that she does not need to be the best at ev¬ 
erything or know the right people. 

“You just have to go into it with an open 
mind and know that it doesn’t matter if you 
win or lose,” said Muszynski. “All that mat¬ 
ters is that you learn to have fun doing it 
and not stress too much about it because 
it really is a fun process that I made great 
friends in and I can’t wait for all the fun in 
these next few months.” 

Upon hearing her name announced as 
the Colleen, Muszynski was “absolutely 
shocked.” 

Millions of emotions were running 
through my head at that time,” she said. “I 
was excited and overjoyed that I had won, 
but also sad because the three other girls 
at the table with me had not, and I really 
liked them. I was so overjoyed because my 
family isn’t usually this fortunate, but I saw 
my parents’ faces and I knew they were so 
proud of me. I couldn’t believe that I had 
won; it felt like a dream, I’m still shocked.” 

After winning the competition, Muszyn¬ 
ski received an additional treat before the 
snowfall hit. 

“Kelly Theriault, last year’s Colleen, 
made a sweet and totally unexpected visit 
to my house Sunday after the coronation,” 


said Muszynski. “She gave me flowers and 
told me all about her experience as Col¬ 
leen. She told me all about how the little 
girls look up to you as though you’re a real 
live princess, and how you get to go to fun 
events and meet with other towns’ colleens 
and courts, like the ‘love in’ 

“That is one event that I am really ex¬ 
cited for because some of my friends from 
my school became either colleen or court 
of other towns. Kelly also told me that we 
get to become really close as a group and 
the Ladies Irish Tea is just the beginning of 
it. That is also one of the events I’m really 
looking forward to. When she stopped by, 
she told me and my family that she really 
didn’t know why she was chosen, but I do. 
She is one of the sweetest people I have 
ever met and she told me that I could al¬ 
ways come to her with questions about 
anything, and I plan on it.” 

Muszynski is very active at Holyoke 
Catholic. She has been running track for all 
four years. She also has danced for 11 years 
and is an altar server. She is looking at at¬ 
tending college for fashion merchandising. 
She has not chosen a destination yet. 

She expressed appreciation to the Berte- 
ra and others for their support. 

“I just want to say thank you to my par¬ 
ents for supporting me throughout this 
whole process,” said Musynski. “They al¬ 
ways believed that I could do this. I want 
to say thank you to Nicole Bertera because 
without her I probably would never have 
even applied. And I want to say congratu¬ 
lations to my other court members and I 
can’t wait to spend these next few months 
with them and become better friends.” 

Joining Muszynski in the 2015 Col¬ 
leen Court are Allison Schwarz, Alissa 
O’Connell, Michaela Calabrese, and Ma¬ 
rissa Ewing. Erin Curran received a special 
award as Miss Spirit. All of the finalists 
were students at Agawam High School, ex¬ 
cept Calabrese and Muszynski, who attend 
Holyoke Catholic. 



From left to right, Colleen court members Mari Leclerc, Courtney Rivest, 2011 Colleen Jessica Colson, 
and court members Alexis Lussier and Carly Michel. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 



Colleen Alyson (Garvey) Thebodo waves from the St. Patrick’s Day float representing Agawam in the 
2002 parade. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Starting with two “undressed” mannequins, 
Carle proceeded to “dress” Bennet and Darcy 
in actual vintage or authentically reproduced 
undergarments, clothing and accessories from 
early 19th century England. As she dressed the 
two characters, Carle offered humor and inter¬ 
esting anecdotes about fashion, home life and 
etiquette of men and women of that era. 

Carle also read from Austen’s letters and nov¬ 
els and presented illustrations that depicted 
clothing styles described in the novels. Follow¬ 
ing her historical fashion show, Carle fielded 
questions from the audience, which was allowed 
to get an up-close look at the clothes and acces¬ 
sories. 

The free public event on Feb. 6 was presented 
by the Agawam Cultural Council as part of its 
Applause Series presentations. Carle, 
the artistic director for the East 
Haddam Stage Company in 
East Haddam, Conn., drew 
on her extensive back¬ 
ground in theater, dance 
and historical fashion for 
the “Fashion in Fiction” 
program she has pre¬ 
sented for the past three 
years. Carle has staged 
historical programs for 
more than two decades. 


Above, Gary LaPerle, of Chicopee, 
volunteers for a demonstration 
by Kandie Carle of a man’s 
tie fashionable in England 
200 years ago. 


At left, In England 200 
years ago, a folding fan - 
like the one Kandie Carle is 
holding - was a stylish and 
necessary fashion accessory 
for women. 


West Springfield resident Karen Simpson, left, and Springfield residents Jennifer Fleury and her daughter An¬ 
dromeda, 12, listen as Kandie Carle demonstrates a parasol following the show. 



Kandie Carle holds a small statute of Jane Austen, who used clothing and fashion 
to enhance and define characters, delineate class and develop plot points in her 
fiction. 



From left, Ann McDonald, of Feeding Hills, and Agawam residents Katy and JoAnne 
Krause examine some vintage clothing accessories and books. 




Kandie Carle dresses “Fitzwilliam Darcy,” a character Carle gives the audience of about 60 a close-up look at her 19th century stockings, 
from “Pride and Prejudice.” 



Kandie Carle dresses “Elizabeth Ben- 
net,” a character from Jane Austen’s 
1814 novel “Pride and Prejudice.” 
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HOCKEY 


Agawam overwhelms Minnechaug 


By Nate Rosenthal 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Agawam hockey 
team has been a powerhouse all season, and have 
been arguably the best team in Western Mass. 
They did nothing to dispel that notion against 
Minnechaug, beating them 9-1. 

The shots and goals came in bunches and 
there was little that the Falcons could do to stop 
them. 

Minnechaug has played well at times and were 
in the midst a solid spell having won three in a 
row and six of eight. But the Brownies proved to 
be too much for them. It was 4-1 after one and 
then the game got out of hand, with Agawam 
scoring five times in the second period. The Fal¬ 
cons never seemed to have a chance in that sec¬ 
ond frame, as they were out shot 29-4 over 15:00. 

The Brownies wasted little time getting off a 
shot on goal, as Zach Circosta put one on Ste¬ 
phen Bidus from 8 feet in the first minute, some 
40 seconds into the game. Though there were 
no more shots over the next couple of minutes, 
the Brownies were right around the net. With 
2:30 gone, a Falcon penalty gave the Brownies a 
power play. A minute into the penalty, Agawam 
scored and it was Circosta going short side from 
the right, 3 feet out. He took a pass from Seamus 
Curran who was near the blue line and knocked 
it. The time was 3:27 and Agawam led 1-0. 

They kept the pressure on and at 5:25, Cam 
Rivest put one on goal. Forty-five seconds later, 
Chris Breault was 10 feet out and his shot found 
its way to Bidus. 

The Falcons got their first shot 20 seconds lat¬ 
er or 6:28 into the game. It was Noah Hemenway 
with a hard one from the right circle. Connor 
McAnanama had no trouble blocking it. 

At 7:04, Minnechaug was called for a penalty 
and 19 seconds later, they were two men short. 




Agawam’s Don Ingham (22) looks to play the puck along the 
boards. 
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Agawam’s Kyle Toti (20) takes a look up the ice. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS Agawam goalie Connor McNamara waits for some action to 

BY DAVID HENRY SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM come in his direction. 


WRESTLING 


WRESTLING 


Agawam cruises to win over Chicopee 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - The Agawam 
wrestling team followed up on 
their win of the Valley League 
title by defeating Chicopee in 
dual meet action last Wednesday 
night. 

The Pacers have been suffer¬ 
ing from depth issues, and only 
had eight wrestlers available to 
compete, essentially giving the 
Brownies the meet by forfeit. 

But Agawam earned the vic¬ 
tory for themselves by winning 
more of their matches in the title. 

The matches took place at 
most of the light and middle- 
weights as Chicopee had no grap- 
plers able to compete in the final 
six weight classes with the excep¬ 
tion of 182 pounds. 

The meet was started by 
Chicopee’s Joshua McMullan, 
who got a win for the Pacers at 
120 pounds. He scored an early 
takedown and then picked up 
two more points with a nearfall 
against Jimmy Adams. 

McMullan kept Adams off 
balance with his quick-moving 
legs. He would eventually lock 
up Adams’ arm and got another 
nearfall. With time running out, 
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Agawam’s Daigon Bishop locks up with Chicopee’s Matthew Swenor. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 



Joshua McMullan takes control of his match against Agawam’s Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams. 


Blais joins milestone club 

Pins down 100th win at tournament 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - Two weeks ago, 
Nick Blais was the latest to join 
many other Western Massachu¬ 
setts grapplers as reaching the 
100 career wins club. 

Blais scored the milestone vic¬ 
tory on Jan. 31 when he defeated 
Jon Lancia, of Port Chester, N.Y., 
at a tournament on the road. 
Blais scored the pin in just 34 
seconds, but said he still needed 
to study his opponent because he 


had not faced in him in the past. 

“During the match, I started 
off studying my opponent for a 
short time,” said Blais, who com¬ 
petes at 182 pounds regularly. 
“Then I quickly took control with 
a tie up, then used a front head- 
lock position into a backwards 
trip to secure the takedown into 
the pin. 

“I knew that if I won that 
match it would have been my 
100th career win, I’ve been keep¬ 
ing my record every year in a 
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BOYS BASKETBALL 

Brownies clinging to postseason hopes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - The Brownies are 
trying to hold on to their oppor¬ 
tunity to compete in the Western 
Massachusetts Division I Tourna¬ 
ment as they cling to third place 
in their league and a 6-10 record 
in boys basketball. 

After a huge win over Chicop¬ 
ee Comp, the Brownies suffered 
two key losses against South 
Hadley and Sabis before defeat¬ 
ing Ludlow last Friday night on 


the road. 

Agawam’s very young offense 
has shown the ability to be ex¬ 
plosive at times, and when their 
shooting is on, it has scored a lot 
of points, especially from long 
distance. 

Last Friday night, the Brown¬ 
ies were all over the Lions in the 
second meeting of the team be¬ 
tween the two teams. The Brown¬ 
ies prevailed 77-38, their second 
highest offensive showing of the 
season. Their best mark was 80 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Second quarter too much for Agawam 



Agawam’s Zach Housman (28) controls the puck as he looks to 
make a play up the ice. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY DAVID HENRY 
SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


HOCKEY I from page 12 

It took the Brownies just 22 seconds to get their second 
goal, a wide angle shot by Joe Mercadante from the left 
side, 5 feet away from the goal. Rivest and Curran had the 
assists at 7:45. 

The Falcons were able to clear and at 9:33, Anthony Pit- 
eo put one on the side of the net. There was a scramble in 
front and the puck went out to Cam Mariani, who was on 
the right side 6 feet away. His shot got past McAnanama 
at 10:06 and Minnechaug had got back to 2-1. 

The Brownies came right back down the ice. At 11:05, 
John Colwell put a 15-footer on Bidus. Seconds later, Mi¬ 
chael Pfau blasted one from just outside the right faceoff 
circle. A penalty followed, but the Falcons killed it off. 
Agawam kept up the pressure. Rivest hit the pipe right 
after the penalty and with 47 seconds left he put one on 
goal from 5 feet. Bidus stopped that. But 4 seconds later, 
he could not stop a shot from Colwell from 5 feet. Rivest 
and Anthony Passerini had the assists. With 30 seconds to 
go, Agawam made it 4-1, as Rivest fed Curran with a cross 
ice pass. Piteo did get a shot on goal from 10 feet with a 
minute left for the Falcons. Through the first period, Aga¬ 
wam held a 14-7 lead in shots. 

In the first 30 seconds of the second period, Breault 
and Dom Ingham had shots on goal, the latter going off 
the crossbar. At the 57-second mark, Breault scored after 
a shot by Colwell rebounded back out to him on the left 
side. Less than a minute alter, the Brownies had a break¬ 
away and at 2:47, they scored. John Passerini one-timed a 
pass from Niko Passerini. Brett Fila also had an assist on 
the play. 

A minute after that, Mercadante and then Fila had 
shots that were stopped by Bidus and at 4:53, it was Niko 
Passerini on goal. 

Hemenway got the first Falcon shot of the second at 
5:14 from 3 feet away on the left. McAnanama stopped 
it. Through those 5:00 plus, before the Minnechaug shot, 
Agawam had 15. 

The Brownies cleared quickly and it led to another goal 
at 5:37 by Colwell from Breault to make it 7-1. At 7:55, Kyle 
Toti scored from 3 feet out on the left, going far side. Zack 
Houseman assisted. At that point, Eric Szymczyk replaced 
Bidus in goal. 

At 8:34, Mariani had a shot on goal for the Falcons and 
at 10:18, Agawam was called for a penalty. While still on 
the power play, Piteo had a shot on goal ay 11:39. 

Agawam made it 9-1 with 1:59 to go in the second as 
Toti scored on a feed from Mercadante. After the sec¬ 
ond, the shot totals were 44 for Agawam and 11 for Min¬ 
nechaug. 

As Agawam had drawn a penalty late in the second, 
they went the first minute of the third, shorthanded, 45 
seconds later, they had a power play. Minnechaug man¬ 
aged to get off a shorthanded shot 3:08 into the third as 
Tyler Rose put one on from 6 feet out. That was the first 
shot for either team in the third. Hemenway followed sec¬ 
onds alter. 

In fact, the Falcons would play the Brownies evenly in 
the third, as neither team scored and each had six shots. 
The most notable ones for Minnechaug came at 5:39 by 
Piteo from 10 feet away and at 8:23 Mariani from 6 feet 
away. The Falcons had the puck in Agawam zone for most 
of the minutes of the third, but they could not get it past 
McAnanama. 

The final tally on shots was 50 for Agawam and 17 for 
Minnechaug. 

Nate Rosenthal is a sports correspondent for Turley Pub¬ 
lications. He can be reached at dforbes@turley.com. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - Agawam’s Alii Wheeler tried to get the 
Brownies back into the game at the buzzer. 

But it was a dismal first half allowed Ludlow to keep 
their momentum going in the second half and the Lions 
left Agawam with a 51-27 victory in girls basketball action 
last Thursday night. 

Agawam and Ludlow played very tough on defense dur¬ 
ing the first quarter, with Ludlow not having a big advan¬ 
tage 6-2. 

In the second quarter, the Lions were able to figure it 
out and make some shots as they jumped out to a 27-6 lead 
in the final minute of the quarter. Wheeler came up with a 
3-pointer to help the Brownies stay alive near halftime. 

Things started to go Agawam’s way very briefly in the 
second half as Meghan D’Amours came up with a layup to 
start the second half, making it 27-11. Christie Mir ski hit a 
free throw to make it 29-12. 

But Ludlow started to pour on the offense again. Ana- 
satacia Papuga would nail a free throw to get the Lions go¬ 
ing. 

She’d be followed by a long shot from Taylor Masse, and 
at the end of the third quarter, Ludlow had a 34-20 lead. 

Ludlow cruised from there. Their only hiccup was early 



Christie Mirski makes her way down the court. 


in the fourth when DAmours had a layup and a free throw 
for a three-point play, making it 34-23. 

But Papuga nailed a 3-pointer to put the momentum 
right back on the Lions’ side of the ball. DAmours would 
make two more baskets for Agawam, but Ludlow would 
own the remainder of the game, scoring the final 10 points 
over the course of 5:00. 

Alyssa Guyon started with a short jumper with 5:09 left, 
and then made a mid-range shot to make it 45-27. 

Kierra McCarthy then hit a layup, and Papuga finished 
off the scoring late. 

Guyon would lead all scorers with 23 points. She made 
eight field goals, and two 3-pointers. Most of her scoring 
came in Ludlow’s big second quarter. Papuga had nine 
points, including a pair of treys. Masse would finish with 
seven points. 

DAmours would have a good game for the Brownies, 
leading the team with 13 points. Mirski would finish with 
seven points, including a pair of treys. 

Agawam has had a tough season, but their long losing 
streak broke up with a pair of wins over East Longmeadow 
and Palmer. 

Agawam will play Friday at Amherst at 7 p.m. They will 
also have to make up a snowed out game against South 
Hadley. 



Samantha Stratton hauls in a rebound. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Agawam’s Joseph Joyal tries to keep control in his match at 132 pounds against Chicopee’s Javon 
Robbins. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


WRESTLING I from page 12 


Adams tried for an escape, but got trapped 
into a pin by McMullan with four seconds 
left in the first period. 

Daigan Bishop got Agawam scoreboard 
with a 12-4 major decision over Matthew 
Swenor at 126 pounds. 

The two competitors battled to a 2-2 tie 
with a Swenor takedown followed by a re¬ 
versal by Bishop. Later in the match, Bishop 
scored a headlock takedown, and later got 
a nearfall. Swenor was able to come back 
with a takedown early in the third period, 
but Bishop scored a reversal and a pair of 
nearfalls to run away with the points ad¬ 
vantage. 

At 132 pounds, Javon Robbins scored a 
12-9 decision win over Joseph Joyal. Rob¬ 
bins held the advantage for much of the 
match, though Joyal climbed within two 
points with a takedown a penalty point 
near the end of the second period. 

Robbins pulled away in the third pe¬ 


riod by getting an escape and takedown in 
the third period. Joyal would later escape, 
and scored a great takedown at the end of 
the third, but did not have enough time to 
complete the comeback. 

Troy Carroll came back for Agawam 
with a decision win. He shut out Tiana Roy 
8-0 with three takedowns and a nearfall. 

Agawam’s Anthony Basile continued his 
run toward another Western Mass, title by 
pinning Raymond Heredia during the first 
period. He control the match with a take¬ 
down, but need more than a minute to get 
the pin. 

David Rodriguez won for Agawam 152 
pounds with a pinfall, and Giovanni Lazio 
scored a win in 1:02 at 182 pounds. 

Agawam and Chicopee will both have 
wrestlers competing at Central High School 
on Saturday morning in the Western Mas¬ 
sachusetts Division 1 Championship meet. 



CLUESACROSS 

51. The content of 

4. A bottle with a 

37. Auto 

1. Fashion dandy 

cognition 

stopper 

38. Single spot card 

4. Cycles per second 

53. Point one point N 

5. Short labored 

in a deck 

7. Strikebreaker 

of due E 

breath 

39. Crow sound 

11. Aquatic reptile 

55. Plunder a town 

6. Hair washing soap 

40. Former CIA 

(informal) 

59. No. Albanian 

7. Steam bath 

42. Factory where 

13. Express pleasure 

dialect 

8. “R.U.R.” 

arms are made 

14. Swiss river 

60. No (Scottish) 

playwright Karel 

43. Radioactive 

15. Contains cerium 

61. Blatted 

9. Beside one 

unit 

17. Ribonucleic acid 

64. X2 = a Pacific 

another in lines 

44. Scoundrel 

18. On top 

tourist commune 

10. Not straight 

45. Freshwater 

19. Taxis 

65. AKA option key 

12. Former OSS 

duck genus 

21. Banking machine 

66. Angelina’s spouse 

16. Truck driver’s 

47. 9 decades 

22. Small salamander 

67. “Wedding 

radio 

48. Makes tractors 

23. Voltage 

Crashers” Wilson 

20. Dried-up 

49. 55120 

25. Pointed summit 

68. Grassland, 

24. Million gallons 

51. Southeast 

27. DWTS host 

meadow 

per day (abbr.) 

Nigeria people 

33. In a way, smoked 

69. Laughing to self 

26. Encircle (archaic) 

52. Arab sailing 

34. Peat moss source 

(texting) 

27. ‘_death do us 

vessel 

35. W. African nation 


part 

54. Hay bundle 

Sierra _ 

CLUES DOWN 

28. A single unit 

56. Blood type 

36. Cocoa plum tree 

1. Licenses TV 

29. A siemens 

57. Driver 

41. Holiday (informal) 

stations 

30. Prohibition 

compartment 

44. Venezuelan capital 

2. Metal-bearing 

31. V. William’s 

58. “Das Kapital” 

46. DWTS hostess 

mineral 

clothing line 

author Marx 

48. Hideouts 

3. Meat from a pig 

32. Scotland’s poet’s 

62. Consume food 

50. Actress Lupino 

(alt. sp.) 

initials 

63. Dental degree 


COLLEGE NOTES 

Monahan named to MASCAC 
Weekly Honor Roll 

WESTFIELD -Three Westfield State 
track and field athletes earned weekly 
honors from the MASCAC for their per¬ 
formance recently at the Dartmouth 
Invitational. 

Amongst them was sophomore 
Ashley Monahan, an Agawam gradu¬ 
ate, who runs middle distance events 
was named to the honor roll. 

Monahan came in fourth in the 
1,000 meters with a time of 3 minutes, 
04.80 seconds at the Dartmouth Invita¬ 
tional. 

Ritter helps out Wentworth 

BOSTON - Wentworth men’s volley¬ 
ball player and Feeding Hills resident 
Colin Ritter had a busy week with four 
matches. 

Ritter had 31 assists, six digs and 
three blocks in a 3-0 win over Lasell. 
He had 27 assists and three aces in a 
3-0 win over New Jersey City, and 38 as¬ 
sists, nine digs and six blocks in a 3-1 
win over Vassar. He then finished the 
week with 43 assists, 11 digs and three 
blocks in a 3-0 win over Emerson. 


Please recycle 
this newspaper 


BLAIS i 

notebook.” 

Blais says the victory means a lot to him, 
but he wants a championship. 

“One hundred wins is a great accom¬ 
plishment, but I want to win titles,” said 
Blais, who is ready for this weekend’s West¬ 
ern Massachusetts Division I Champion¬ 
ship meet. 

Blais started wrestling in third grade. He 
said he got involved in the sport because 
his brother and some of my friends told 
him that he should join the youth team. 

Blais also played football from fourth 
grade to his senior year this season. But 
he has been most successful with his wres- 
tling. 

“What I like about wrestling is how it 
can make you push yourself to do unimagi¬ 
nable things,” said Blais. “You have to rely 
completely on yourself. It’s a sport that 
allows you to defeat someone with your 
physical power, technique, and heart. 

“Wrestling turns boys into men, it is 
the survival of the fittest, and it changes 
your life to where you aren’t afraid to ac¬ 
complish anything, it gives you determi¬ 
nation and persistence that you won’t find 
in many other people. My 100th win was a 
match I’ve been working towards my whole 
high school career.” 


Wine, beer tasting to 
benefit hockey teams 

AGAWAM - The Agawam Hockey 
Booster Club will hold a beer and wine 
tasting fundraiser Friday, Feb. 13, from 6:30 
to 11 p.m. at the Springfield Turnverein, 60 
North Westfield St. 

Tickets for the event are $25 per person 
and include a buffet dinner, additional cash 
bar and a raffle. All proceeds will benefit 
the Agawam hockey teams. 

The event is sponsored by Frigo’s and 
Towne Liquors. For tickets, call Lea-Ann 
Rivest at 413-789-1710. 

Fishing swap meet 
set for March 8 

AGAWAM - A fishing swap meet will 
be held at the Polish American Club, 139 
Southwick St., from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day, March 8. 

Buy, sell, trade new and used fishing and 
hunting gear, but no guns allowed. 

The event is open to the public. 

Polish Club concessions will be open 
with breakfast/lunch food and drink. 

Free parking. There will be a $2 donation 
accepted at the door. Children 12 and un¬ 
der free. 

Raffle prizes to be awarded. 

Table space and both space available. 

Don’t miss your opportunity to make 
some money selling your used fishing gear! 

If you would like to sell your items or 
boat please contact Dave Dussault at 413- 
427-0846. 


from page 12 

Coach Armando Ramos said Blais 
worked really hard and has been having a 
great year this season. 

”He is having an excellent senior year,” 
said Ramos. “He is really focused and has 
been working extremely hard. He has been 
the most consistent wrestler we have this 
year. We have seen him mature over the 
last few years and we are excited to see him 
perform in the post season.” 

Blais is hoping to wrestle in college. 
He already has several acceptances, but is 
also waiting to hear from more schools. He 
wants to pursue mechanical engineering. 

Blais knows he will have to work hard 
to win a title this weekend at Central High 
School. 

“I’m training that I have to work twice 
as hard as my opponent to be successful,” 
said Blais. “And it always pays off, especial¬ 
ly when I’m wrestling. The three matches 
that I’ve had this year that went into over¬ 
time I’ve won, including the sudden death 
match against Ludlow. I felt I could have 
even gone another period.” 

Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon¬ 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached atgscibelli@turleycom. 


POSTSEASON I from page 1 


points against Minnechaug a few weeks 
ago. 

The Brownies have been getting off to 
tough starts in several of their games this 
season, but this time, they were on the 
giving end of an offensive tear, outscoring 
Ludlow 27-5. 

Off to a good start, the Brownies just 
kept on scoring while keeping Ludlow 
down throughout the first half. At halftime, 
Agawam, had a 46-19 lead, and the game 
was well in hand. 

Agawam did not rest from there, and 
continued scoring throughout the second. 
Agawam showed off their entire lineup in 
the game, as all but one player scored in the 
game. 

The team was led by Joe Moccio, who 
had 18 points. He made three treys. Alex 
Sours had a 10-point performance, and 
Meesha Ohradka had eight points. Cam 
Cabana also contributed eight points off 
the bench. 

Agawam was excellent from beyond the 
arc, scoring a total of 11 3-pointers. 

Last Thursday night, the Brownies suf¬ 
fered a big setback when they were defeat¬ 


ed 76-65 by Sabis. 

The Bulldogs have been a tough team 
for Agawam to negotiate, but the defeat 
dropped Agawam to 5-4 in the Suburban 
League. The Brownies are trailing Comp 
and South Hadley for second place now by 
two games. Both teams above them have a 
7-3 league record. 

Agawam must win the remainder of 
their regular season schedule or find a way 
to climb into a second place tie to qualify 
for the tournament. 

Against Sabis, the Brownies had a tough 
start on offense and fell behind by 14 in the 
second quarter. They played better late in 
the game, including a 26-point fourth quar¬ 
ter, but Sabis had too big a lead for Agawam 
to come all the way back. 

The Brownies had four double-digit 
contributors, with Ohradka leading the 
team with 16 points. Sean Moore and Moc¬ 
cio each had 12 points, and John Wright 
had 11 points. 

Agawam will play Minnechaug Friday at 
7 p.m. They face Longmeadow on Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 


Answers on page 7 
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Obituaries & Church News 


Marion E. Ekstedt 

Marion E. Ekstedt, of Wells, Maine, died Sunday, Feb. 8, 
2015, in Portsmouth, N.H. Marion was born in Boston and 
adopted in Springfield in 1934. She attended Springfield 
schools and the University of New Hampshire. She married 
Bill in 1951 and enjoyed 63 wonderful years together. Bill 
and Marion moved to Wells, Maine in 2014 after living in 
Feeding Hills for 57 years. She was a member of Agawam 
Congregational Church and Wells Congregational Church, 
where she spent many hours volunteering. She worked at 
the Country Mouse House in Agawam for more than 20 
years. Marion volunteered for 13 years at Noble Hospital 
in Westfield and served on the Board of Directors for the 
Agawam Counseling Center. She was an active member of 
the Pioneer Valley Girl Scouts for many years as chairman 
and Brownie troop leader. She was fortunate to have done 
much traveling with her husband to Alaska, Hawaii, Eu¬ 
rope, and recently met many family members in Sweden. 
She treasured her many friends and was well known for her 


“famous breads” and the many, many cards and letters she 
sent. Marion was a devoted mother and wife and cherished 
the fun at family get-togethers. Marion was predeceased by 
her daughter, Carin Vella, in July 2013. Marion leaves her 
husband, William C. Ekstedt and their daughters Cynthia 
Connelley, Cristin (Michael) Lyon and children Michael, 
Melinda, William, Erin, Robert, and Madeleine; Carin’s 
husband Paula Vella and children Emily, Kelsey, and Chris; 
her son, Karl (Linda) Ekstedt and children Melanie, Jillian, 
Bob, Jaclyn, Sam, and Brendan. She was also very proud 
of her two great-grandchildren, Tucker and Trevor. Mari¬ 
on lived a wonderful, full life and always asked that when 
loved ones remember her, be happy for all the memories. 
The family will receive guests from 1 to 3 p.m. on Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 21, at Agawam Funeral Home, 184 Main St., fol¬ 
lowed by a memorial service at 3:00 p.m. In lieu of flow¬ 
ers, donations may be made to the charity of one’s choice. 
Arrangements in Maine are in care of Bibber Memorial 
Chapel, Wells (www.bibberfuneral.com). Arrangements in 
Agawam are under the direction of Agawam Funeral Home 
(413-786-9483). 


News, upcoming events at Agawam Congregational 


The public is invited to attend the Agawam Congre¬ 
gational Church, 745 Main St., “a place to call home — a 
people to call family.” Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with a 
children’s message, church school fellowship and coffee 
hour following. 

Thursday mornings: 9:30 to 11 a.m., Playgroup. Open to 
the public. The program follows the Agawam Public School 
schedule. 

Sunday, Feb. 15: 10 a.m., Worship service, Undies Sun¬ 
day, church school and coffee hour. 

Monday, Feb. 16: President’s Day. Church office closed. 
Loaves and Fishes meets at 4 p.m.. 

Feb. 18: 7 p.m., Ash Wednesday service. Lent begins. 


Saturday, Feb. 21: 7:30 a.m., Men’s Ministry meeting at 
Bobbie J’z. 

Sunday, Feb. 22: 10 a.m., Worship service, Undies Sun¬ 
day and dedication, church school, and coffee hour with 
“Faithful Friends.” 

Wednesday, Feb. 25:9 a.m., Newsletter collation. 

Pastor Greg E. Dawson and his wife, Rosemary, are al¬ 
ways available for prayer after the service. Newcomers are 
welcome and members of the community are invited to 
participate in all church events. For more information, call 
the church office at 413-786-7111. Regular office hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. until noon. 


Agawam 
Advertiser 
News Obituary 
Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 

obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 


DEATH NOTICES 


Ekstedt, Marion E. 

Died Feb. 8, 2015 
Funeral services Feb. 21, 
2015 

Agawam Funeral Flome 

Fox, Harry C. 

Died Feb. 4, 2015 
Funeral Feb. 9, 2015 
Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Flome 

Labun, Lorraine 

Died Feb. 3, 2015 
Funeral Feb. 7, 2015 
Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Flome 

Marzo, Helen 

Died Jan. 31,2015 
Funeral Feb. 7, 2015 
Forastiere Smith Funeral 
Flome 

East Long meadow 

Mikszewski, Mary C. 

Died Jan. 30, 2015 
Funeral Feb. 4, 2015 
Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Flome 

O’Connell, Frances P. 

Died Feb. 4, 2015 
Private Funeral 
Agawam Funeral Flome 

Palazzi, Richard R. 

Died Jan. 15, 2015 
Funeral Jan. 22, 2015 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Flome 
Agawam 


Drive-through Ash Wednesday blessings available Lenten lunches to begin Feb. 20 


The Agawam United Methodist Church, 459 Mill St., 
Feeding Hills (opposite the playing fields of Agawam High 
School) is once again offering a drive-through Ash Wednes¬ 
day blessing for all those who are either too busy or other¬ 
wise hesitant to come inside the church. Ash Wednesday 
marks the beginning of the Christian season of Lent, which 
concludes after 40 days with the celebration of Easter Sun¬ 
day. 

Pastor Ken Blanchard will offer ashes for people of 
any and all Christian denominations on Wednesday, Feb. 
18, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4-5:30 p.m. at the circu¬ 
lar driveway in front of the church. In addition to anoint¬ 


ing foreheads with ashes, the blessing will include a brief 
prayer and benediction. 

In addition to making this open to people throughout 
the community, the drive-through aspect makes it attrac¬ 
tive for people with limited mobility or other health issues. 
People do not have to leave their cars. This is the second 
time such an approach is being offered by the Agawam 
United Methodist Church, instead of a traditional Ash 
Wednesday worship service inside the building. 

For more information regarding the church, visit www. 
agawamworship.org. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD — Lenten lunches at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St., will begin 
Feb. 20 and will be offered on Fridays through March 
27 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The menu each week will include clam chowder or a 
different soup, lobster rolls, tuna, and ham or egg salad 
sandwiches on whole-wheat or white bread, and cof¬ 
fee, tea, soda or bottled water. Pies will be available. 

Take-out is available by calling 413-734-1976 by 10 
a.m. 


Agawam Congregational welcomes new pastor 

Members of the Agawam Congre¬ 
gational Church voted to welcome the 
Rev. Dr. Gregory E. Dawson as their 
new pastor on Sunday, Jan. 11. Daw¬ 
son began his ministry at ACC on Feb. 1. 

He received his bachelor of arts degree 
from the University of Vermont in 1983. He 
then continued his education at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, where he received 
his master of divinity in 1989, followed by 
a doctorate of practical ministry in 2000. 

Dawson is a veteran, having served both in 
the U.S. Navy and the U.S. Army, enlisted and 
as an officer. He concluded his military ser¬ 
vice as an Army Reserve chaplain in 2001. 

“I see in Pastor Greg, a true, dedicated man 
of God; someone who will be able to take 
ACC to The next level’ and bring Christ 
to those in our community who are un¬ 
churched and searching for God,” said Steve 
Paul, search committee member. “He is the 
type of pastor who will be able to relate to all 
members of our congregation, and help us 
understand how faith can affect our lives.” 

Dawson currently lives in Torrington, 

Conn., with his wife Rosemary, an ordained 
UCC minister specializing in interim min¬ 
istry. They will be moving to Agawam in the 
near future. In Connecticut, he served two 
churches, New Hartford and Seymour. 


NEWS & FEATURES 

As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well as 
spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the issue’s 
relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we should 
always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate the fabric 
of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide funding for 
this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Agawam Advertiser News, please 
email mballway@turley.com. 

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 

www.turley.com 



THE REV. DR. GREGORY E. DAWSON 


“The great challenge I see for the church 
is that we must move into the 21st century,” 
said the new pastor. “The world around us 
is changing and the church must discern 
how God is calling us to minister to this 
changing world. If we seek to be faithful to 
Christ’s purpose we can become the church 
for the next 500 years.” 



Springfield RV, Camping 
& Outdoor Show 

WeU ) England’s Largest Gampin g & fty Show 


February 13-16 

Over 250 Exhibitors • 100 Campgrounds 
Camping Supplies • 30 RV Dealers • Seminars 


SPRINGFIELD 

RV 

SSKS8 


2018 

Fri Feb 13 • 4 pm-9 pm 
Sat Feb 14-IOam-8 pm 
Sun Feb 15 • 10am-6 pm 
Mon Feb 16 • 10 am-4 pm 


For Info: 413-781-CAMP (2267) 
www.SpringfieldRVCampingShow.com 


• Only necessary to present one coupon per family. ll 

• Coupon not valid with Senior, DAV or Military discounts. 

• RV DEALERS • CAMPGROUNDS - PRIZES 

Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., W. Spfld., MA 


SAVE $2.00 

Off Full Price Adult Admission With This Coupon 

• Admission: $9.00 per adult with coupon (cash only) 

• Children 12 and Under FREE • Seniors, DAV, Military: $7.00 


Produced by Pioneer Valley Chapter 8 ofNAFCA 
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Buzzin'K* Town * Town 



Classifieds 


Turley Publications' Community Marketplace ♦ www.turley.com ♦ Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

For Sale 


/STOP\ 

/ NEVER GIVE YOUR: \ 

/ * SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER \ 

/ * CREDIT CARD NUMBER \ 

\ - BANKACCOUNlT NUMBER ) 

\ Or any other / 

\ personal information / 

\ To someone / 

\ you don't know / 

\ when answering / 

V an advertisement. / 

A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs - 
Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


Estate Sale 


ESTATE TAG SALE of large 
Victorian Ware, Mass. home. 
ONE DAY ONLY! Corner of 
Church St. & Cottage St. 
Saturday, February 14th. 
LOADED! DON’T MISS THIS 
ONE!! 9:00 Am to 4:00 PM. A 
“Wintergarden” SALE! 


BY MGL C.255 Section 39A Hook 
Ups Towing and Transport, 199 
West Ave Ludlow, MA 01056 is 
holding a private sale of the 
following vehicles to satisfy our 
garage keepers lien thereon for 
storage and towing charges. 

2004 Buick Lesabre 

1G4HR54K24U178438 owner Erik 
Jenkins. 2004 Dodge Neon 
1B3ES56C94D613572 owner 
Sherri Denice Casey 


Antiques 




EASY STREET ANTIQUES 

Buying one item or entire estates. 
Attic, Cellar or whole house clean 
outs. Buying antique and vintage 
glassware. Swarovski & Waterford 
Crystal, pottery, jewelry, coins, 
watches, old photos, military, toys, 
Legos, hunting, fishing, stringed 
instruments, tools & more! Call 
today 413-626-8603 or 
www.ezantiques.com 


Firewood 


CORDWOOD SEASONED HARD 
WOOD cut and split. $225/ cord, 
128 ct.ft. 2 cord minimum. Call 

(413)283-4977 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $175.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $250.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083. 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 



READ IT!!! 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 

50 Local Communities 


Firewood 


SEASONED OAK & HARD¬ 
WOOD. Cut split and delivered. 

2, 3 & 4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & 
Sons. (413)267-3827 
www.rtsmartwood.com. 


www.turley 


.com 


2'fghl H 

ng tiihb 


AJ. 



588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
Phone: 413-589-1671 
www. aj efinancial .com 
Personal & Business Taxes 


CHATTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


Does the thought of doing your taxes make you cranky before 
you even get started? Does the family dog even avoid you during 
tax season? Let AJE FINANCIAL SERVICES prepare your 
tax returns this year. Your family and friends will thank you! 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


Call For An IRS 
Appointment 


Income Tax Preparation 

~ 28 years tax experience • 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash St. 

(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Do you need your taxes done? 

call THE TAX LADY 

(413) 283-2391 

www.thetaxladygromosky.com 

Get your maximum refund allowed. 

Didn't file previous years? No problem. IRS 

FREE E-filing • Over 20 Years Experience I 


Enrolled Agent 

M I S Celebrating 5 years 

MURRAYTAXSERVICES.LLC inBminess 


HtAVTAltttVICM . COl 


proactive tax consulting and compliance • accounting services 
payroll & bookkeeping • financial planning 

(413)279-1049 • kevin.murray@murraytaxservices.com 

2341 Boston Road, Suite A120A, Wilbraham, MA 01095 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 

Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IIK Phone/Fax 

“ 413-289-0058 

Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 

Notary Public 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 

IRS Problems? 

Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 

Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 
Registered Notary Public 

Telephone (413) 786-8727 • Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com • pauline@ melchioritax.com 

24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 






Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 

service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Wanted 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 

wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 

WANTED ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 
Advertising signs, Toys, Dolls, 
Trains Crocks & Jugs, Musical 
Instruments, Sterling Silver & 
Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, 
Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. 
Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 


Wanted To Buy 


ANTIQUES, ESTATES, OLD toys, 
accumulations. 35 years 
experience. Ready to buy. CALL 
FOR CASH (413)531-3281. 

NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS “in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying 
all types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Simply Bring your 
items in for a Free Evaluation 
and/ or Cash Offer!! We will 
come to you. Contents of attic, 
basements, entire estates!! 
Clean sweep service. All Gold 
and Silver Items to include; 
jewelry, costume and estate 
pcs., wrist/pocket watches, 
class ring, etc., broken or not. 
Silverware sets, trays, 
trophies, etc., Coins of all sorts, 
Proof sets, Silver dollars and 
other coinage collections! All 
types of Old Advertising 
Signs, Military items to include 
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, 
guns, medals, uniforms, 
helmets etc. Old toys, train 
sets, dolls, metal trucks, old 
games, model car kits from the 
’60s, old bicycles, 
motorcycles, pedal cars, 
Matchbox, action figures, Pre- 
1970’s Baseball cards, comic 
books, etc.! Old picture frames, 
prints and oil paintings, old 
fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
boxes! Post Card albums, old 
coke machines, pinball, juke 
boxes, slot machines, musical 
instruments, guitars of all 
types, banjos, horns, 
accordions, etc. Old cameras, 
microscopes, telescopes, etc. 
Just like on T.V. We buy all 
things seen on “Pickers” and 
the “Pawn Shop” shows!! Call 
or Bring your items in to our 
4,500 square foot store!! 64 
Main Street., Monson (“The 
Old Bowling Alley”) We are 
your Estate Specialists!! Over 
30 yrs. in the Antique Business! 
Prompt Courteous Service! 
Open Daily 10:00- 5:00 Sun. 
12:00-5:00 (413)267-3729. 


Services 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


90 YEAR OLD company offering 
free in-home water testing. Call 
Eric 413-244-8139 

ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 

Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 
rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 



A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 

10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 



***A A CALL - HAUL IT ALL*** 

Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 


A & M TUNE-UPS 

Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 
Work done at your home. 


(413) 348-7967 


BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 

(413)967-6679. 

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 

refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 

CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 

www.expresschimney.com 

413-650-0126, 508-245-1501 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design & ‘Build Team 

“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 

www.colonialinnovation.com 

jdjCjQ) Kitchens • Baths • Doors • Additions 

Renovations • Custom Designs • New Homes 

® Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 

% Bob (413) 374-6175 
lie. & ins. or Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 

plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 

FREE PICK-UP ANY metal 
household items, appliances, 
pools, mowers, auto parts, yard 
furniture, grills, fencing, boilers. 
Call (860)970-4787. 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Snowplowing, 

Roof Raking, 

High Lift Service, 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 

Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
www.rlhenterprises.net 

(413)668-6685. 

HANDYMAN, TILE, carpentry, 
sheet rock, repairs, decks, window 
and door replacement, painting, 
staining. Call Gil. Free estimates. 
Licensed, insured (413)323-0923. 

PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lie 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 
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Buzzin'r* Town * Town 


Classifieds 



Turley Publications 7 Community Marketplace 



Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


Services 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS: 

Carpentry, decks, hatchways, 
ramps, painting, property 
maintenance, after storm/ tree 
cleanups. Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates. (413)883-9033. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 

Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV¬ 
ICE. Servicing all makes and 
models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conitioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 


REFRIGERATORS, FREEZERS 
REPAIRED. All makes and 
models. 35 years in business. No 
extra charge for weekends. Call 
Paul (413)519-3388. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE FROM 
HOME 

Become a Foster Parent! Earn 

$20,000 annually Call Kilsi 413- 
746-3768 TODAY! 


Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lie. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 

(413)330-3682. 


Heating & Air Cond. 


HEATING REPAIRS- AFFORD¬ 
ABLE, PROFESSIONAL service 
on all brands, gas furnace, heat 
pump & mini split systems. Tony’s 
Heating & Cooling Service 
(413)221-7073 


Heating & Air Cond. 


ACO 

HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, MASONRY 

Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, flat 
work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Power Washing 
License & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam 413-374-7779 


Home Improvement 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lie. 
#97110, HIC Lie #162905 

CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 

DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE^ 
MODELING. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 

WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 

Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 
(Smooth or Textured). 38 years 
experience. Fully insured 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Masonry 



COMPLETE CHIMNEY & 
MASONRY SERVICE 

A+ BBB RATING 
“From Brick to Stone, 
Sidewalks to Fireplaces” 
New Construction- Rebuilds- 
Repairs & Restoration 
Licensed- Registered- 
Fully Insured 
Owner Operated 
Eric 413-210-9631 
www.emcmasonry.com 
Accepting all major CC’s and 
Paypal 


Painting 


KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Interior/ exterior painting and 
staining, wallpaper removal and 
repairs, quality products and 
workmanship. Free estimates. 

(413)896-8264. 

PAINTING & DRYWALL REPAIR 

Licensed & Insured contractor 
for interior finishes including 
drywall repairs, painting, trim and 
mouldings. 

L.A. Home Improvement 
(413) 563-3355. 

M/C & Visa accepted 
PAINTING, RESTORATION, 
REFINISHING, 

Repairs, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Kitchen Bathroom Renovations, 
Free Estimates, Licensed Lead 
Safe Renovator, Full Insured. 
INFO@SPECIALTY-INC.COM 
413-297-7811 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 

& Heating. Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Prevent Emergencies Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Roofing 


ALL TYPES OF ROOFING, 

shingle, flat and slate. Call Local 
Builders (413)626-5296. Complete 
roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Lifetime warranty. 
Senior Discount. 24 hour service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 

years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 

(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Snow Removal 


ROOF SNOW REMOVAL, 
CARPENTRY 30+ years exp., 
insured. Jim (413)219-3355 


Tree Work 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates (413)687-3220. 


DUKES TREE SERVICE & 
LAWN CARE Tree removal, 
Pruning, Leaf removal 
Duke's Waste Management & 
More Dump runs, Clean outs 
413-535-9808 

Dukescleanouts@amail.com 

Dukeswastemanagement.com 


*.*.*.* 9 *.*.*.* 


$ Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


CATEGORY: 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

io 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 Base Price 

24.00 

21 Base Price 

24.50 

22 Base Price 

25.00 

23 Base Price 

25.50 

24 Base Price 

26.00 

25 Base Price 

26.50 

26 Base Price 

27.00 

27 Base Price 

27.50 

28 Base Price 

28.00 

29 Base Price 

28.50 

Base Price 

29.00 

3 ' Base Price 

29.50 

33 Base Price 

30.00 

33 Base Price 

30.50 

34 Base Price 

31.00 

35 Base Price 

31.50 

34 Base Price 

32.00 

37 Base Price 

32.50 

3® Base Price 

33.00 

39 Base Price 

33.50 

40 Base Price 

34.00 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


TOWN 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


' quabbin \ suburbans 

□ J V □ 


PHONE 


STATE 


ZIP 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 

Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


Quabbin Village Hills 

Circulation: 50,500 



Suburban Residential 

Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or the Suburban 
Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus 
50 < for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Subtotal. 
x Number of Weeks_ 
TOTAL enclosed. 


. includes additional words 


+ *5°' 


Did you remember to check your zone? 


Pets 


BE A RESPONSIBLE PET 
OWNER - Financially needy? Call 
for assistance to spay/neuter your 
cat/dog. (413)565-5383 

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 

Make a Fast Friend! 

Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 

www.greyhoundoptions.org. 


Horses 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Help Wanted 


DIRECTOR OF FOOD 

SERVICES. Life Care Center of 
Wilbraham. Full-time position 
available. Candidate should be a 
chef, CDM or have food service 
supervisory experience to ensure 
the smooth operation of food 
delivery, supervision of employees 
and food preparation for special 
events. Excellent customer service 
and organization skills are a must. 
Long-term care experience 
preferred. We offer great pay and 
benefits in a team-oriented 
environment. Dennis Lopata 
413-596-3111 | 413-596-9072 Fax 
2399 Boston Rd. | Wilbraham, MA 
01095 

Dennis_Lopata@LCCA.com 
LifeCareCareers.com 
EOE/M/F/V/D - 55423 


EXPERIENCED CLEANER 
WANTED 

Part- Time 20 hrs/ week 5:30 to 
9:30pm in Southwick, MA 
Please call Erika at 860-383- 
5348 or email me at 
elorange@csiinternational.com 


FOSTER CARE: YOU can help 
change someone’s life. Provide a 
safe home for children and teens 
who have been abused or 
neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care at 413- 
734-2493. 


MAINTENANCE 

20 to 25 hours per week. 
Experience required in all 
aspects of property 
maintenance and repair. Work 
includes, but is not limited to: 
snow removal, electrical, 
plumbing, painting, carpentry, 
and grounds keeping. Must be 
available every other week for 
after hours on call emergency 
maintenance requests. Valid 
driver’s license and clean 
driving record. Professional 
references required. 

Candidates will be subject to a 
Criminal Background check. 
Insurance and full state benefits 
package available. 

Please submit resume to: 
Wilbraham Housing Authority, 
88 Stony Hill Rd. Wilbraham, 
MA 01095 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


VINFEN CT IS seeking 
compassionate, caring, dynamic 
staff to provide services to clients 
living with developmental 
disabilities in the Enfield and 
Windsor, CT area. Residential 
Counselors work with clients to 
help them evaluate their current 
life circumstances compared to 
their hopes, dreams and plans for 
the future. Residential program 
staff provide direct support around 
medication administration and 
management as well as meal 
preparation and activities of daily 
living. For more information please 
visit our website 

www.vinfen.org/careers EOE 
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Turley Publications' Community Marketplace ♦ www.turley.com ♦ Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

Help Wanted H Real Estate H Real Estate H Real Estate H For Rent HCommercial Rentals 


NURSING OPPORTUNITIES 
LIFE Care Center of Wilbraham 
SHIFT SUPERVISOR - RN | LPN 
$2,000 sign-on bonus available! 
Full-time weekday position 
available for evening shift. Must be 
a Massachusetts-licensed nurse. 
Will be on-call every 9th weekend. 
Supervisory experience preferred. 
REGISTERED NURSE 
Full-time position available for 3 
p.m.-ll p.m. shift, including every 
other weekend and holiday. Will 
work 32 hours a week. Must be a 
Massachusetts-licensed RN. 
Long-term care experience 
preferred. We offer great pay and 
benefits in a team-oriented 
environment. Dennis Lopata 
413-596-3111 | 413-596-9072 Fax 
2399 Boston Rd. | Wilbraham, MA 
01095 

Dennis_Lopata@LCCA.com 
LifeCareCareers.com 
EOE/M/F/V/D - 55753 

PACKAGE STORE CLERK- P/T 

Register experience. Hours vary. 
Some weekend work required. 
21+ only. Please call Carol, leave 
message (413)736-5664. 



Call us today 

967-7355 


for a no cost 
no obligation 
market value 
of your home! 


And view thousands 
of properties 24/7 
at gravelrealestate.com 


LUDLOW- CONDO FOR sale. 2 
beds, 2 baths 1,645 sq.ft. Great 
Meadow Crest Townhouse 

Condominium with Hardwood 
floors, white kitchen cabinetry, and 
spacious rooms with a covered 
back deck off the dining area for 
maximum sun exposure and 

peaceful enjoyment. Finished 
Family Room in basement, with 
attached 1 car garage. Close to 
Mass Pike and walking distance to 
Randall’s Farm! For more 

information or to view this condo 
call Chris Bloom 413-687-5743, 
Gallagher Real Estate. 


On|u^| 

TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 

413-967-6326 

800-486-2121 


minutes to major highways. 
Master BR w/sliders to deck. 
$47,900 

WARE: Quality craftsmanship on 
this updated spacious 3 BD 2.5 
BA Large cabinet packed KT, 
island, 1st fir laundry, gleaming 
hardwood floors and freshly 
painted walls. $189,900 

NEW BRAINTREE: Country 
raised ranch on four plus acres, 3 
BR, finished lower level, many 
updates, great fishing near by. 
$184,000 

HARDWICK: Older ranch home 
with open floor plan, needs your 
personal touches, possible views. 
Equity builder at $109,900 

Dorrinda 

O’Keef e-Shea 978-434-1990 

Glenn Moulton 413-967-5463 

Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 

Mary Hicks 508-612-4794 

Alan Varnum 508-867-2727 

Bruce Martin 508-523-0114 

Joe Chenevert 508-331-9031 

Carolyn Bessette 518-618-7188 

Michael 


t=j 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


LUDLOW DUPLEX AVAIL 3/1, 4 

rm, 1.5 baths, garage, stove, & 
fridge incl., no pets/smoking, $850 


GRANBY ROUTE 202, Business 
zoned 600 sq. ft garage/ storage, 
overhead & walkthrough doors, 
$400.(413)427-4638. 

INDUSTRIAL ZONED. FOUR 

buildings available, 500 to 5,000 
sq.ft. Breckenridge St., Palmer. 
Also entertain offers for sale 10 
acres (413)231-3131. 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 

CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


PART-TIME ELECTRICAL 

Inspector The Town of Ludlow is 
seeking applicants for a Part-Time 
Electrical Inspector to inspect 
residential, commercial and 
industrial buildings to ensure 
compliance with the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
electrical codes and other related 
laws, codes and regulations or the 
safety of the public. The Electrical 
Inspector is responsible for 
reviewing all permits and 
responding to all correspondence 
regarding electrical matters. 
Working hours are Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8am 
4:30pm. Applicants must 
possess a valid Massachusetts 
Journeyman Electricians License 
and a valid Commonwealth of 


Evenings call: 


NICOLE FLAMAND 

413-695-2319 

JAVIER STUART 

413-627-2700 

LORI FISHER 

617-620-0027 

CLAUDIO SANTORO 

413-813-8257 

MERRIE BROWN 

413-668-8190 

KAYE BOOTHMAN 

413-477-6624 

JILL GRAVEL 

413-364-7353 



West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 

OUR INVENTORY 
HAS DWINDLED 
LIST NOW PROPER PRICING 
EQUALS FAST SALES 

Call us for an accurate FREE 
market analysis. 

413-967-6326/800-486-2121 

SPENCER: Farmers porch 

overlooking Lake Whittemore, 
open KT/DR w/plenty of cabinets, 
pellet stove in DR. 3 BR, 2 BA, 
Master has double closets. 
$234,900 

PALMER: 2 BR condo needs 
TLC. Great downtown location & 


McQueston 508-362-0533 


Mobile Homes 


MONSON, 2 MILES to Mass Pike, 
brand new 2013. 2 bedrooms, 1.5 
baths, spacious 14’x64’, 25 year 
shingle roof, 3-car driveway 
$59,900 plus sales tax. 413-593- 
9961 DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


For Rent 


RENTAL CONDO - 3 bedrooms, 
garage, hardwood floors, $1300 in 
Ludlow -413-575-4124. 

MONSON ONE BEDROOM, 

everything included. 1st, last. No 
pets, no smoking $650/ mo. 

(413)267-3958, (413)250-8701. 


mo. 1st, last & sec. dep. 413-896- 
6353 

MONSON. 3 BEDROOM. Com- 
pletely renovated, propane heat, 
lower than oil, $100 toward first fill¬ 
up. NO PETS!!! $900/ mo. F/L/S 
(413)783-0192. Mr. Allen. 

PALMER 1BR - Quiet Secure 
Country Location. Locked Storage 
& Laundry in Basement. K/DR 
Combo - LR-Full Bath. Nice 
Layout. No Smoke/Pets. 
1 st/last/sec. $700.00. Breton Est. 
413-283-6940 

PALMER 2 BR. $925/ mo. 1 mi to 
Pike. Beautifully renovated. Off- 
street parking. Utilities not 
included. Available March 1. 

(413)427-2706. 



Massachusetts Driver's License. 
Starting pay is $21.39 per hour. 
Applications are available at 
www.ludlow.ma.us under the 
Human Resources Department or 
at the Town Hall, 488 Chapin 
Street, Ludlow. Closing date is 
02/18/2015 at close of business or 
until filled. 

PCA’S, HHA’S AND CNA’s 
needed in Monson, Brimfield, 
Hampden, Palmer, Ware and 
Belchertown. Highest wages for 
home care agency. Days, Nights 
and weekends. Must have reliable 
transportation and verifiable work 
references. Call HomeStaff 
(413)746-0066. 


RN NEEDED (IDEAL JOB FOR 
RETIRED RN), HHA’S, CNA’S. 

Highest competitive rates for 
Home Care Agency, also paid 
mileage. Professional Medical 
Services, Inc. (413)289-9018 
Denise, EOE 


WESTMASS AREA DEVELOP¬ 
MENT CORPORATION. Real 
Estate Development Office 
Assistant 

(Part Time Position). Provide on¬ 
site presence at Westmass 
Ludlow Mills office for 25 hours 
per week, 9am through 3pm 
including a 1 hour unpaid lunch 
break. Skills and Experience: 
Excellent computer skills in: 
Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook, 
PowerPoint, Adobe Acrobat. 
Excellent written and verbal 
communication skills. Strong 
organizational skills. Ability to 
prioritize work, and ensure 
accuracy of work. Strong customer 
service skills and ability to 
establish professional relation¬ 
ships with tenants, customers and 
vendors. Work independently 
focused on completing all required 
tasks. Multi-tasking ability and the 
ability to meet required deadlines. 
Confidentiality of company related 
business. Please submit your 
resume to Marion Buck by email: 


m.buck@westmassdeveloDment.com 


or Mail to: 255 Padgette St, 


Chicopee, MA 01022. Deadline for 


submittal is February 13, 2015. 



Yfeu’ll find it 


3 


s 


A 




Turle yp* 

Publications, Inc 


www.turley.com 


Three zones and a whole lot of coverage area! 

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Country Journal 
Chicopee Register • The Journal Register 
The Ludlow Register • Quaboag Current • The Sentinel 
Shopping Guide • Southwick Suffield News • The Holyoke Sun 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times • The Town Common 
Town Reminder • Ware River News 


Visit our web site to place your ad with the click of your mouse! 
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Out & About 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to 
promote “free” events, or those that directly 
affect a volunteer-driven organization. Paid 
events that are not deemed benefits do not 
qualify. Non-charitable events that charge 
the public for profit are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. The dead¬ 
line to submit calendar items is Monday at 
noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser News 
at aan@turley.com, fax to 786-8457, or mail 
to 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
We usuallyprint at least one week prior to an 
event. The listings should be brief with only 
time, date, location, activity explanation and 
contact information. 

Saturday, Feb. 14 

WILD BIRD PROGRAM FOR YOUNG 
VISITORS at 1:30 p.m. at the Springfield 
Armory. Wildlife biologist Tom Ricardi of 
the Massachusetts Bird of Prey Rehabilita¬ 
tion Facility brings a live owl, hawk, golden 
eagle and a falcon to see up close. Learn 
which live nearby and about their environ¬ 
ment, species, habitat, and conservation 
efforts. 

Sunday, Feb. 15 

THE MELHA SHRINERS will host their 
annual “Chili Cook-Off” from noon to 3 
p.m. at the Melha Shrine Center, 133 Long- 
hill St., Springfield. Proceeds from the fam¬ 
ily-friendly event will benefit the Melha 
Shrine Center. 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St., West Spring- 
field. A small auction will take place and re¬ 
freshments will be served. Guests welcome. 
For more information, call Peter Setian at 
413-569-9871. 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY WORKER 
DOLL MAKING WORKSHOP at 1:30 p.m. 
Park Ranger Jennifer Zazo-Brown will in¬ 


troduce young visitors to men and women 
who worked at the armory. They will then 
craft their very own armory worker doll out 
of recycled cloth and wire materials. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17 

THE TUESDAY MORNING MUSIC 
CONCERT at Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Springfield will feature Nancy 
Babb on piano, Mark Fraser on cello and 
mezzo-soprano Eileen Ruby, at 10:30 a.m. 
Free refreshments provided. For more in¬ 
formation, contact Yolanda Martin at 413- 
736-0766. 

Thursday, Feb. 19 

MEET THE ROBOTS from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Agawam Public Library. Demonstrations of 
robots designed and operated by Agawam 
school students in grades K-12. For ages 5 
and older. Stop by the library and meet stu¬ 
dents from Agawam’s Robotics teams and 
their robots. No registration required. 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY WORKER 
DOLL MAKING WORKSHOP at 1:30 p.m. 
Park Ranger Jennifer Zazo-Brown will in¬ 
troduce young visitors to men and women 
who worked at the armory. They will then 
craft their very own armory worker doll out 
of recycled cloth and wire materials. 

Saturday, Feb. 21 

WINTER FUN FESTIVAL from 1-3 p.m. 
at the Agawam Public Library for ages 3 
and older. The Agawam Library Teen Coun¬ 
cil offers a fun afternoon of games, crafts, 
food and face painting. Participants may 
join the fun anytime between 1-3 p.m. 

YOUNG VISITORS ARE INVITED to join 
Ranger Susan Ashman at 10 a.m. at the 
Springfield Armory to make a bird feeder 
using a pinecone, sunflower butter, and 
birdseed. Learn which kinds of birds live 


on the Armory grounds. Participants then 
bring their feeders home and hang them in 
the perfect location. 

Thursday, Feb. 26 

A SENIOR FAIR will be held at Heritage 
Woods Senior Living in Agawam from 9 
a.m. to noon. Free blood pressure, hearing 
and balance screenings, free chair mas¬ 
sage and free food samples from the Ninety 
Nine Restaurant. For more information, 
call 413-789-8332 or email Nicole.wallace@ 
genesishcc.com. 

THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT THE 
QUADRANGLE will present “French Art in 
Springfield, Mass, and Paris” Amy Dane, 
world traveler and docent, at 12:15 in the 
Museum of Fine Arts, at 21 Edwards St., 
Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for muse¬ 
um members). Parking is free. For informa¬ 
tion, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 

Friday, March 6 

THE ACC APPLAUSE SERIES contin¬ 
ues with a performance of traditional Irish 
music by “Banish Misfortune,” including 
traditional jigs, waltzes, polkas and more 
beginning at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Public 
Library. 

JAY LEVY, SOCIAL WORKER, ADVO¬ 
CATE AND AUTHOR of “Homeless Nar¬ 
ratives 8c Pretreatment Pathways: From 
Words to Housing,” will be the guest speak¬ 
er at Springfield Technical Community Col¬ 
lege at 10:10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. in Scibelli 
Hall (Building 2). 

Wednesday, March 11 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 
53 River St., Agawam, will hold an all-you- 
can-eat spaghetti supper. Cost is $8 for adults, 
$4 for children. The public is welcome. 


Friday, March 13 

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE DIN¬ 
NER hosted by the Agawam Lions Club at 
Agawam High School from 5-7 p.m. Tickets 
available at the door, in advance from any 
Lions Club member, at Southgate Liquors 
or Bob’s Barber Shop on Maple St. 

ONGOING 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT AND KNIT meets 
every Tuesday from 1-3 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library. No registration needed. 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, 459 Mill St., Agawam, offers 
“Crochet Club” every other Tuesday from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. This club is open to all needle- 
workers, including crocheters, knitters, 
quilters, and embroiderers. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 413-786-7991. 

THE LADIES GLEE CLUB AND MEN’S 
CHOIR at the Springfield Turnverein 
are back to work. Practice is held every 
Wednesday with the ladies beginning at 7 
p.m. followed by the men at 8:30 p.m. All 
are welcome. There is space available for 
anyone interested in joining. 

A BLOOD CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each month, 
6 to 7:30 p.m., Agawam Senior Center con¬ 
ference room. A light dinner is served. For 
more information or to register, call 413- 
789-0200, visit www.springfieldmed.com, or 
email survivorshipprogram@gmail.com. 

A BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month, 6 to 7:15 p.m. at office of Mary¬ 
ann Paleologopoulos LICSW, Inc., 2 South 
Bridge Drive, Suite IB, Agawam (at the 
rotary). Refreshments served. For more in¬ 
formation or to register, call 413-789-0200, 
visit www.springfieldmed.com, or email 
survivorshipprogram@gmail.com. 
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It's Open Enrollment time at the Massachusetts Health Connector. If you have health insurance through 
the Health Connector or the temporary MassHealth program, you must submit a new application 

to maintain coverage through the Commonwealth. 

If you buy your own insurance, you can apply online to renew or get insurance for the first time. 
The Health Connector is the only place where you can get help paying for your health insurance, 
and is a great place to compare and choose health and dental plans from leading insurers. 

Sign up online at MAhealthconnector.org, or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL, or visit the website 
to find free help signing up from trained assisters around the state. 


Open Enrollment ends February 15. 
Sign up today. 
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